
President’s Message
Greetings and a Warm Jamaican Welcome!

Please accept my deepest appreciation for your attendance at this, our 36th Annual Fundraising Gala, under
the theme adopted from Jamaica’s 62nd year of Independence, “One Love... To The World.” 
As a representative of the Executive Board and esteemed Membership of the Jamaica Awareness Association
of California (JAAC), we gather to celebrate, support, and advance the inspiring work of JAAC, strengthening
communities in Los Angeles and Jamaica. This evening is a joyous occasion to connect, reflect, and embrace
the spirit of giving.
We honor the unity and excellence that fuels our organization. For over 37 years, JAAC has remained
committed to “Improving Lives Today for a Better Tomorrow.” Tonight, we recognize the unwavering
dedication of our founding members, past members, and the future leaders who all share this vision.
Here is a glimpse of some of JAAC’s highlights & remarkable work this past year:
Local Projects: We continued to make a difference, impacting many lives in Los Angeles in partnership with
various local groups. These include the Los Angeles Family Housing and various churches Food Banks. We are
most humbled to have had the opportunity to collaborate with the Downtown Los Angeles Women’s Center
on Skid Row. During our visits we prepared and served hot nutritious meals for about 200 homeless women,
offering comfort and dignity to those in need.
Annual Mission: Our 24th mission to Jamaica engaged over 80 volunteers, including doctors, dentists,
nurses, pharmacists, educators, and general support teams, who served communities across the parishes of
Mandeville, St. Elizabeth, Westmoreland, Hanover, St. James, Trelawny and Portland.
Medical: This year’s mission provided care to more than 1,600 patients and dispensed medications valued at
over $15,000. They also dispensed 100 blood pressure and 200 glucose monitors to patients at each clinic.
Essential medical supplies and equipment were also donated to support hospitals, clinics, and infirmaries in
critical need.
Dental: This year, our Dental Team, in addition to routine examinations and extractions, offered dental
cleaning for the first time to over 600 patients. Our Pediatric Dental team visited seven primary schools,
serving over 380 students with dental cleanings, extractions, fillings, and sealants.
Surgical Team: During the mission week, our surgical team collaborated with local hospital staff to complete
18 vital laparoscopic procedures. Our team offered quality care, collaborating with Jamaican surgical teams
to bring hope and healing to underserved communities.
Educational Support: JAAC donated over 2,000 backpacks with school supplies, along with 24 computers,
200 tablets, 36 laptops, 10 PA systems, 40 projectors, 20 smart TV monitors, and 8 printers to students and
schools across Jamaica. We also awarded 4 - 5 years’ academic scholarships and one one-year academic
scholarship to students starting their high school careers. These were at a value of $55,000.00.
I would like to commend the team members of the National Healthcare Enhancement Foundation Limited
and the Health Promotion & Education Dept., within the Ministry of Health, National Education Trust within
the Ministry of Education, and Jamaica Customs. Their dedication and partnership have been invaluable in
helping us expand our reach and impact, ensuring effective service delivery for the communities we serve.
This dedication led to the tremendous success of our 24th Annual Mission Trip, with services and equipment
disbursed valued at an estimated USD 650,000. All of this would not be possible without our dedicated
volunteers and your financial support.
Tonight, we proudly recognize Hermin Hussen, recipient of the President’s Award, and Marcia McBean,
recipient of the Community Service Award, for their outstanding contributions to JAAC. I also extend
heartfelt thanks to Lisa Hayles and Jacqueline Williams for their vital roles by providing well needed support
and coordination for JAAC on the ground in Jamaica, sustaining our outreach programs.
An organization like JAAC thrives because of the generosity of people like you. Proceeds from tonight’s event
will help fund our 2025 medical and education mission to Jamaica and support our local outreach in Los
Angeles. Your presence here tonight makes a powerful statement, and we invite you to continue this journey
with us as a scholarship donor, sponsor, member, or mission volunteer.

As we celebrate, let us embrace the spirit of excellence and unity that drives JAAC forward. Together, we
are “Improving Lives Today for a Better Tomorrow!”
Thank you for being here, and for your unwavering support. Enjoy this festive evening!

With gratitude,
Patrick Williams, President

Patrick Williams
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MENU
STARTERS

MAINS

DESSERTS

ASSORTED ROLLS WITH BUTTER

JERK MARINATED CHICKEN

PAN ROASTED SALMON

hydrophonic lettuce, shaved raddichio, candied pecans, blue cheese,
orange segments, dried cranberries, cherry tomatoes, red wine

vinaigrette and mimosa vinaigrette on the side

pomegranate mushroom ragout with jerk seasoning
jasmine rice with kidney beans, coconut milk, pimento, thyme 

fresh seasonal vegetables

LEMON TART
raspberry drizzle

balsamic reduction & red wine beurre blanc
jasmine rice with kidney beans, coconut milk, pimento, thyme 

fresh seasonal vegetables

CALIFORNIA CITRUS SALAD

RED BERRY MARQUIS CAKE
kiwi drizzle

served with fava beans, tomato, herbs, and yellow pea puree 
to accommodate vegetarian and vegan guests

ROASTED CAULIFLOWER MAC + CHEESE
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TONIGHT’S

PROGRAM
COCKTAIL HOUR (NO HOST BAR) 6:00 PM – 7:30 P.M. 

STEEL DRUM ENTERTAINMENT – MR. CECIL “CENSI“ FRANCIS 

MASTER OF CEREMONIES 
DR. RYAN WIGGAN & DR. SHAUNA CHIN 

INVOCATION 
THE REV GUY A LEEMHUIS

NATIONAL ANTHEMS 
MR. ORLAND BAILEY

D A N C I N G

DOOR PRIZES & SILENT AUCTION

GRAND RAFFLE DRAWING

DINNER SERVED 8:00 PM - 10:00 PM 

PRESIDENT’S WELCOME & MESSAGE
MR.PATRICK WILLIAMS

2024 JAAC RECOGNITION AWARDS
COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD - MS. MARCIA MCBEAN

PRESIDENT'S AWARD - MS. HERMIN HUSSEN

ENTERTAINMENT
ISLAND PASSION BAND FEATURING MR. ORLAND BAILEY

DJ NIGEL

Island Passion Band

Orland BaileyDJ Nigel

Special Appearance by Julie Mango
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MESSAGE FROM 
THE MOST HON. ANDREW HOLNESS, ON, PC, MP, DLP 

PRIME MINISTER 
 

Jamaica Awareness Association of California (JAAC) 

36th Annual Fundraising Banquet 

On behalf of the Government and people of Jamaica, I extend my 
heartiest congratulations to the Jamaica Awareness Association of 
California (JAAC) on the occasion of your 36th Annual Fundraising 
Banquet. The JAAC has an unwavering commitment to improving 
the lives of Jamaicans and serving communities both here in 
Jamaica and in Los Angeles. Since its inception in 1987, JAAC has 
been a beacon of hope and compassion, positively impacting 
countless individuals through your medical, dental, educational, 
and outreach programmes. 

The recent success of the annual JAAC mission trip to Jamaica in 
June 2024, where dedicated medical and dental teams attended to 

over 1,600 patients across the parishes of Trelawny, Westmoreland, Hanover, St. Elizabeth, and St. 
James, is a testament to the enduring commitment of the organization. In addition, the completion of 
18 free surgical procedures, along with the provision of much-needed medication and vitamins, 
demonstrates JAAC's vital role in advancing healthcare in rural Jamaica. Indeed, the organization’s 
dedication to education is equally inspiring, with the distribution of tablets, backpacks, school supplies, 
and scholarships, which will undoubtedly transform the lives of many young Jamaicans and empower 
the next generation of leaders. 

The Government of Jamaica remains deeply appreciative of the continued efforts of the JAAC to 
provide opportunities for the underprivileged, promote Jamaican culture, and foster cross-cultural 
relationships within the broader international community. The contributions of the organization to the 
development of computer labs in schools, as well as outreach to basic and elementary schools, reflect 
the depth of the JAAC’s commitment to ensuring that our youth are equipped for the challenges of 
the 21st century. 

As the Jamaica Awareness Association of California celebrates this important milestone at your Annual 
Fundraising Banquet, may you continue to be blessed with the resources, partnerships, and goodwill 
to advance your mission. Jamaica is stronger because of organizations like JAAC, whose legacy of 
service, generosity, and compassion will undoubtedly continue to inspire generations to come. 

Congratulations and best wishes for a successful event and continued impact. 

 
The Most Hon. Andrew Holness, ON, PC, MP, DLP 
Prime Minister 
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Her Excellency the Honourable

Ambassador of Jamaica to the United States of America
Jamaica Awareness Association of California, Inc.

36th Annual Fundraising Banquet ~ 16th November 2024

It is with great pride that I extend greetings

on the occasion of the Jamaica Awareness

Association of California (JAAC), Inc.’s 36th

Annual Fundraising Banquet.

With more than three decades rooted in

purpose, the JAAC has consistently made a

positive difference in the lives of the

underprivileged, championed brand Jamaica,

and nurtured lasting people-to-people

connections, both at home and abroad.

Health equates to wealth and knowledge

translates to power and the JAAC’s firm

commitment to both health and educational

systems in Jamaica is truly commendable.

MESSAGE FROM

Audrey Marks, OJ

The JAAC’s efforts not only provide critical resources and support to those in need but serve as

a clear example of the strength of our diaspora.

Your work reminds us that, no matter where we are in the world, we can still effect change and

contribute to the betterment of our beloved island.

I applaud President Williams and his team for their stewardship of this noble group, the fruits

of your labour sweeten the lives of many and are a testament to what can be achieved when

vision and dedication collide.

As you continue your mission, please know that you have the appreciation of the people and

Government of Jamaica. We thank you for your unbroken connection to our gem, Jamrock, and

wish you everlasting success as you pursue future endeavors.

One love.
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D R .  R Y A N
W I G G A N

VP, Fundraising &
Development of JAAC

 Hailing from humble beginnings in Kingston, Jamaica, Dr. Wiggan’s journey
from adversity to achievement is nothing short of inspiring. Driven by the values
instilled in him by his beloved mother, affectionately known as "sunshine," he
has dedicated his life to education, empowerment, and philanthropy. Dr.
Wiggan is a proud alumnus of Northern Caribbean University in Jamaica and
La Sierra University in Riverside, California. His greatest intellectual treasures
are found in the pages of books, reflecting his belief that "learning never ends."
This dedication to continuous learning underscores his commitment to
personal and professional growth. A strong advocate for financial literacy,
social development, and economic stability, Dr. Wiggan actively works to
empower individuals and communities through education. His philanthropic
efforts are guided by a deep sense of compassion, often putting the needs of
others before his own. In his current roles as the VP of Fundraising &
Development of the Jamaica Awareness Association of California and the
President of the Northern Caribbean University Alumni Association Pacific
Coast Chapter, Dr. Wiggan tirelessly gives back to both his birth country and his
alma mater. Through these positions, he supports educational and economic
initiatives and fosters connections, contributing to the development and well-
being of his communities. Dr. Wiggan’s mother’s influence remains a powerful
force in his life. Despite not having a high school diploma, her sacrifices and
moral strength laid the foundation for his success. Dr. Wiggan views himself as
the seed planted by his mother’s legacy, striving to honor her by making a
positive impact on the world. Renowned as an outstanding and sought-after
motivational speaker and master of ceremonies, Dr. Wiggan’s message of
aiming for "Something Better" resonates deeply. His journey from humble
beginnings to becoming a beacon of inspiration reminds us that with
determination, compassion, and a commitment to lifelong learning, we can
overcome any obstacle and create lasting positive change.

MEET OUR HOSTS FOR THE EVENING

D R .  S H A U N A
C H I N

Actress and Activist

Dr. Shauna Chin is the Vice Chair for the Global Jamaica Diaspora Council and
the Representative of the USA West and Mid-West. Shauna uses her skills as a

US Army-trained Nurse and her notoriety as an actress to augment her
humanitarian efforts and raise awareness of various causes. The Gulf War

veteran served 8 years in the United States Army and achieved two
baccalaureate degrees: one in Business Administration and a second in

Nursing which she utilized to teach nursing students before transitioning to an
acting career. She later went on to complete a doctorate degree in nursing,

specializing as a Psychiatric Mental Health Nurse Practitioner. Thus, affording
her the unique circumstance of bringing not just one, but multiple areas of
expertise to the Global Jamaica Diaspora Council in the key subject areas:

citizen security, education, health and wellness, arts sports and culture,
commerce, and development issues. She is a long-standing champion for

diaspora matters, previously serving as Goodwill Ambassador for the National
Association of Jamaican and Supportive Organizations (NAJASO) and is the
current United Nations Association of Jamaica (UNAJ) Ambassador. For the
period 2014-2018, she volunteered at the Consulate of Jamaica-Los Angeles

where she implemented a successful immigration and deportation plan with
the goal for every Jamaican national in her region to have: a valid

government-issued ID; an immigration and deportation plan and increased
access to their nearest Consulate to ease doing business with Jamaica. In

2024, Dr. Chin was appointed as the Honorary Consul Designate for Jamaica to
Los Angeles and is pending accreditation.
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The President of JAAC has
chosen to give this award to
Hermin, in recognition of her

diligence in executing her role as
treasurer and in particular, on the

monumentous task of mission
coordination. Sincere gratitude

as well, for the tremendous
contributions that she has made

to JAAC fundraising over the
years.

Congratulations Hermin!

2024 COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD
Marcia McBean
Marcia grew up in Stewart Town, Trelawny, Jamaica. After several years of having relocated to
California she was made aware of JAAC and became a member in 2012. She knew it was
important to her to give back to her beloved Jamaica. She held the position of Recording
Secretary in 2015 & 2018 and was JAAC Executive Vice President in 2016 while holding the
Recording Secretary position concurrently.
In 2016 Marica participated in her first mission trip with Jamaica Awareness. “I found it quite
enlightening! You never know what it is to serve until you participate in one of these mission
trips.” She thinks everyone should do this at least once in their lifetime. “If you are from
Jamaica, that’s a great place to start. I guarantee that you’ll come away realizing how impactful
it has been.”
On the professional front, Marcia is currently the AVP/Business Development Officer at Chino
Commercial Bank. She has spent the last 32 years honing her skills in the banking industry.
When Marcia is not networking in her professional career, she enjoys serving and volunteering,
partying and cooking. JAAC members and guests have had the good fortune to enjoy her
culinary skills at our annual brunches and social gatherings.

What do you miss most about not living in Jamaica? “I miss the people of Jamaica most of all.
They are so genuine and warm and I miss thefriendly and caring spirit.”

Award Honorees 2024

Hermin hails from Westmoreland, Jamaica. She was no stranger to the hard work involved in
being an active JAAC member, as Hermin has been involved in charity work for over 30
years. Giving back was ingrained in her DNA and she attributes this to the major influence
and example set by her parents. This has been her guiding principle and has always fueled
her passion for doing good for the less fortunate.
When she relocated to California, she began looking around for a Jamaican organization so
that she could give back to Jamaica. She joined JAAC in 2001 and almost immediately was
drafted onto the Executive Board as an Appointed Board Member. The next year, she was
elected as the Education Chairperson. From 2003 – 2004, she served on the board as the
organization’s treasurer. She continued to serve on the board either as an appointed member
or as the Fundraising/Ways and Means Chair until 2010. 
Hermin participated in her first JAAC mission to Jamaica in 2002 and found it to be extremely
fulfilling. She was taken aback by the level of need in some of the communities in which
JAAC served. She continues to participate in these yearly missions and as the current JAAC
treasurer, she has the monumental task of coordinating accommodations, transportation, and
registration fees for our very large volunteer team.
Being that Hermin loves working with numbers, she has been an accounting professional for
over 25+ years. She does find the time, however, to enjoy traveling, cooking, baking,
gardening, and yes…riding rollercoasters!

What does she miss most about not living in Jamaica: “I miss the beautiful beaches and the
variety of fresh fruits.”

2024 PRESIDENT’S AWARD
Hermin Hussen

“A part of my heart lies in
giving back. So much of what

we take for granted here
goes such a long way in

assisting those in Jamaica.”

JAAC Executive Board and
members applaud Marica for
the initiative she has taken
over the years to plan and

execute Jamaica
Independence Celebration
fundraisers. Her efforts to
propel the organization

forward are commendable and
we find it fitting that she

is being recognized to show
our gratitude for her

contribution over the years.
Congratulations Marcia!
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RASHAUN STEWART: FROM JAAC SCHOLAR TO MEDICAL DOCTOR 

Dr. Rashaun Stewart’s inspiring journey with the Jamaica Awareness Association of 
California (JAAC) began in 2012, when he received the prestigious Enid Davis Scholarship. 
As a final-year student at Catherine Hall Primary, he earned a place at Cornwall College 
through the Grade Six Achievement Test (GSAT). With JAAC’s support, Dr. Stewart was able 
to focus on his studies in the natural sciences at Cornwall College, with the scholarship 
fund covering his educational expenses, easing financial burdens, and allowing him to 
pursue his dreams. 

After graduating from Cornwall College, Dr. Stewart began his undergraduate studies at the University of the 
West Indies, Mona, pursuing both a Bachelor of Medical Sciences (BMSc) and a Bachelor of Medicine, 
Bachelor of Surgery (MBBS). In 2022, he completed his BMSc, and in 2024, he proudly earned his MBBS, 
officially becoming a medical doctor. 

Now serving as a medical intern at Cornwall Regional Hospital under the Western Regional Health Authority, 
Dr. Stewart has his sights set on advanced studies in Cardiovascular Science and aspires to specialize in 
Interventional Cardiology. 

Reflecting on his journey, Dr. Stewart shared, “I’m sincerely appreciative of all that the JAAC has done for me. 
They’ve been more than just scholarship donors; they’ve become family. Their support extended beyond 
financial help, touching my life in lasting ways. I hope JAAC continues to impact many more lives.” 

We congratulate Dr. Stewart on his achievements and look forward to his bright future in medicine. 

 

1/4 pg. ad – Jamaican Patties – pg. 34 1/4 pg. ad – Traveler’s Beach Resort – pg. 33 

 
                        CCoonnggrraattuullaattiioonnss  ttoo......  

Jamaica Awareness Association of California and our nephew,  
President Patrick Williams 

On this 36th Annual Fundraising Gala.  We are thrilled to be a part of this amazing event! 
Compliments of  

                                                          MMrr..  &&  MMrrss..  OOssmmoonndd  BBeerrnnaarrdd 
                                Grand Opening coming soon to Central Florida!   

2927 Griffin Rd. 
Leesburg, FL 34748 
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O’Neil Dennis
A t t o r n e y  a t  L a w

• Family Law • Guardianship 

 • Civil Litigation

Congrats JAAC!

385 Grand Ave. Suite 300, Oakland, CA 94610

510.272.9737 

oneil@ogdlaw.com
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        Yaya’s 
    Island mart 

 

Fully stocked with all your 
Jamaican and Caribbean 
products and produce!  

1100 N. La Brea Ave., Ste. 103, Inglewood, CA 90302 
(424) 702-5030

Business Hours: Open 7 Days 
Monday - Saturday 10am - 8PM      Sunday 12noon - 8pm

“Shop Smart”

Yaya’s  
Island Mart

1100 N. La Brea Ave., Ste. 103, Inglewood, CA 90302 
(424) 702-5030

Business Hours: Open 7 Days 
Monday - Saturday 10am - 8PM      Sunday 12noon - 8pm

“Shop Smart”

Yaya’s  
Island Mart

1100 N. La Brea Ave., Ste. 103, Inglewood, CA 90302 
(424) 702-5030

Business Hours: Open 7 Days 
Monday - Saturday 10am - 8PM      Sunday 12noon - 8pm

“Shop Smart”

Yaya’s  
Island Mart

1100 N. La Brea Ave., Ste. 103, Inglewood, CA 90302 
(424) 702-5030

Business Hours: Open 7 Days 
Monday - Saturday 10am - 8PM      Sunday 12noon - 8pm

“Shop Smart”

Yaya’s  
Island Mart
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SURGICAL REPORT

“Helping one person might not change the whole world, but it could
change the world for one person.”

Sinai Hospital of Baltimore – for donating 3 sets of general laparoscopic instruments

Medtronic – for providing supplies for both laparoscopic and open procedures

SOTA (State of the Art) Surgical – for providing reusable surgical tools and the lamp light source

During the 2024 JAAC medical mission, our surgical team collaborated with local surgical staff to

complete 18 operative procedures at 2 hospitals. Our surgical team worked tirelessly to help a select

group of patients identified by our local partners to be the highest priority for intervention. The

operative procedures included laparoscopic cholecystectomies, hernia repairs, and a twin delivery by

cesarean section.

Challenges such as power outages, and supply chain issues with equipment, were overcome by

working collaboratively, thinking out of the box to successfully complete the planned procedures. This

outreach was impactful with respect to supporting the local surgical teams in providing state of the art

care to an underserved population.

 

We are grateful for the opportunity to help serve these communities and look forward to ongoing

collaboration to further this effort.

Mandeville Hospital

Five laparoscopic cholecystectomies for patients with symptomatic gallstone disease

 

Falmouth Hospital

Eight laparoscopic cholecystectomies

Three inguinal hernia repairs

One tubal ligation

One cesarean section-twin delivery 
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From June 10 to June 14, 2024, a multidisciplinary team of Physicians, Dentists, Nurse Practitioners, a

Dietitian, a Pharmacist, Nurses, and Dental Students successfully completed a medical mission across six

parishes in Jamaica. The mission, organized by the Jamaica Awareness Association of California (JAAC),

focused on providing critical medical and dental care to underserved communities in St. Elizabeth,

Trelawny, Mandeville, St. James, Westmoreland, and Hanover.

Over 100 boxes of medical supplies and equipment were shipped to support the mission, distributed to hospitals

and infirmaries throughout the region.

Medical and Dental Services Overview

The mission provided essential medical, dental, and optical services at various clinics. Four teams were

deployed across the parishes:

Team 1 served 561 patients across Trelawny, Westmoreland, Hanover, St. James, and St. Elizabeth.

Team 2 treated 565 patients in St. James, Westmoreland, Hanover, and St. Elizabeth.

Team 3 focused on school-based clinics, treating 178 students.

Team 4 supported additional school clinics, providing vital services to students at various primary schools.

Diagnoses and Follow-Up

Common conditions treated included hypertension, diabetes, asthma, skin disorders, dental issues, and

gastrointestinal problems. Medications and educational materials were provided, and over 80 patients

received blood pressure monitors with instructions for self-management. Patients were encouraged to follow

up with their personal physicians, with intake sheets left at local clinics to support ongoing care.

Conclusion

The 2024 JAAC medical mission made a significant impact, reaching hundreds of patients across six parishes.

Through the collaborative efforts of medical professionals, volunteers, and local institutions, the mission

improved access to essential healthcare for underserved populations. We look forward to continuing these

efforts in the years to come.

Medical and Dental Mission Report
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Scholarship Recipients 2024

Celebrating Excellence and Potential

“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.” –

Nelson Mandela

Aldane Salmon

David Haughton Scholarship

Munro College

Enyameikie Daley

JAAC Grange Hill Scholarship

Mannings High School

Jehshawn Williams

Enid Davis Scholarship

Titchfield High School

Jaydan Edwards

Shernette Wedderburn Memorial Scholarship

Frome Technical High School

Sueanna Dwyer

Verona Hall Scholarship

St. James High School
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Buff Bay Primary   Grange Hill Primary

St. Margaret’s Bay Primary   Mt. Airy Primary & Infant School

Duncans Primary   Mt. Ward Primary

Beaufort Primary   Pondside Primary

St. Grace Primary   Brownsville Primary

Mr. Hannah Infant & Primary   Chetwood Primary

Mt. Salem Primary   Catadupa Primary

Whitehill Primary   Glen Stuart Primary

Santa Cruz Primary

Schools visited during the 2024 Mission:

Items Donated:

Desktops 

Laptops 

Projectors 

Projector screens 

PA systems 

Printers

Smart TVs 

School bells

Bullhorn 

Mixing board 

Bluetooth speakers 

Science kits

Wireless mics 

Tablets 

Library books 

WiFi boosters 

Math and science manipulatives and teaching aides

Backpacks filled with school supplies (pens, pencils,

rulers, erasers, sharpeners, crayons, and

composition books)

"When you learn, teach. When you get, give."

― Maya Angelou 
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“EMPOWERING MINDS AND ENRICHING FUTURES”

The 24th annual Education mission trip to Jamaica was a tremendous success, achieving our goals of
service, connection, and impact. Through the collective efforts of our volunteers and the generosity
of our supporters, we were able to make a meaningful difference in the lives of those we served,
leaving lasting memories and building stronger bonds within the community.

This year, the education team made visits to 17 schools across the parishes of Portland, St. James,
St. Elizabeth, Hanover and Westmoreland. During these visits, they donated nearly 2,000 backpacks
filled with school supplies, along with essential education tools such as desktop computers, laptops,
PA systems, tablets, microphones, projectors, printers and library books. Additionally, the team
provided sensory aides specifically designed to support children with special needs, ensuring every
student has the resource to thrive. 

JAAC also continued to expand its scholarship program, awarding five new scholarships to deserving
students. Congratulations to our 2024 scholarship recipients: Aldane Salmon, Jehshawn Williams,
Enyameika Daley, Jaydan Edwards and Sueanna Dwyer. We look forward to seeing the bright futures
they will create.

Thank you to our volunteers and sponsors. Your invaluable contributions were essential to the
success of our mission, and we deeply appreciate your dedication and support.

MEET THE TEAM:

MR. PATRICK WILLIAMS 
MS. JOSEPHINE ROBINSON
MS. JUNE ROYES 
MS. HEATHER WRIGHT 
MS. SHELLY CLARKE 
DR. SHARON SIMMONDS 
MS. VERONA HALL
MS. RENEE BRUFF 
MR. MATTHEW OXFORD
MR. NIGEL SMITH
MR. JACOB SMITH
DR. AUDIE BLACK
MS. NICOLE NUGENT
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Messages of Gratitude and Media Highlights
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MARJORIE R. GRANT-FULLER 

Ambassador/Special Envoy 
6333 Wilshire Blvd. Ste. 511 
Los Angeles, CA 90048 
 
 

 

THE GOVERNMENT of Jamaica appointed Marjorie Grant Fuller 

as ambassador/special envoy to four African states, namely Ghana, Nigeria, South Africa and Togo in 

2021. 

In making the announcement, Senator Kamina Johnson Smith, minister of foreign affairs and foreign 

trade, said, “This appointment is another step by the Government to deepen its outreach to the 

continent and to identify specific opportunities for enhancing trade and investment to support Jamaica’s 

economic development. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade, in collaboration with 

JAMPRO, launched the Economic Diplomacy Programme last year. Both these initiatives, and the work 

being undertaken by diplomatic missions, are geared at expanding and driving the momentum for trade 

and investment promotion.” 

Jamaica has strong and historically important relations with Ghana, South Africa and Nigeria, and hopes 

to translate these into meaningful economic opportunities. 

A Certified Public Accountant by profession, with over 30 years in the field, Grant Fuller has worked for 

both the public and private sectors in the USA, including within the oil and petroleum industry. A 

graduate of the Roosevelt University, with a master of science in accounting and a bachelor (of business 

administration), Grant Fuller has also served as a visiting professor in accounting and auditing. 

Grant Fuller, a Jamaica-born member of the diaspora in the United States of America, was appointed on 

March 1, 2021 and will serve for a period of two years.  

 “Excerpted from Gleaner Article published on May 6, 2021”  
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Congratulations  
to 

Hermin Hussen 
On receiving the  

JAAC President’s Award 
 

We are so very proud of all the hard work you have 
been doing over the years to give back to your 
homeland.  May God continue to richly bless you!  

YYoouurr  lloovviinngg  ffaammiillyy  
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Thomas O.  MichelThomas O.  Michel
Managing DirectorManaging Director

Michel Financial GroupMichel Financial Group

www.michelfinancialgroup.com
Ca Lic. #0728339

310-231-8263 x101
310-948-4359 cell

tmichel@michelfinancial.com

11835 W. Olympic Blvd
Suite 835e

Los Angeles, CA 90064
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WWhheenn  aappppllyyiinngg  ffoorr  aa  llooaann,,    
tthhiiss  wwoorrdd  iiss  mmuussiicc  ttoo  yyoouurr  eeaarrss!!  

 

 Personalized service 
 Reasonable Fees 
 Commercial Real Estate Financing 
 Commercial Lines of Credit 
 Equipment Financing 
 Online Banking/Cash Management 
 Credit Card Processing

   
            
    

 

               For more information contact Marcia McBean 
 

                                          (951) 316-3053  
 
 ...Working for Your Business  

www.chinocommercialbank.com 
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CELINE RADIANCE
ESTHETICS

@celineradianceesthetics

LET’S GLOW TOGETHER
JJAAAACC  UUppccoommiinngg  EEvveennttss  

Caribbean Spring Brunch 
Friendship Auditorium 
Sunday, April 27, 2025 

 
Cari Jam Golf Tournament 

April 21, 2025 
 

JAAC Mission to Jamaica 
June 8-13, 2025 

 
Independence Brunch 

August  2025 - Date is TBD 
 

JAAC Annual Fundraising Gala 
November 2025 – Date is TBD 
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UNI HEALTHCARE IN ASSOCIATION WITH
DUHANEY HOME HEALTH SOUTHVIEW HOME CARE,
THE WRIGHT HOME CARE INC
AND H&R HEALTHCARE SCHOOL

Home Care and Home Health

Medical and Non-Medical Services
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MEEPOS & COMPANY
C E R T I F I E D  P U B L I C  A C C O U N TA N T S

A N D  C O N S U LTA N T S

Best Wishes For
Continued Success to

JAMAICA AWARENESS ASSOCIATION 
OF CALIFORNIA

We are pleased to support your tremendous efforts

for this great organization. We commend your dedicated people

who are helping to make the world a healthier and safer place.

MEEPOS & COMPANY
409 Washington Blvd.

Marina Del Dey, CA 90292
310-827-2525

Providing Creative and Proactive Financial Services in the Community for 26 years
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NEW LOCATION 
COMING SOON! 

3200 E. BROADWAY 

LONG BEACH, CA 90803 

 www.ackeebamboo.com

3222 E Broadway
Long Beach, CA  90803
United States

ackeebamboo@yahoo.com

About Us
Ackee Bamboo is a family-
owned and operated business
that has been around since
2004. Our mission is to share a
taste of our culture in every bite
by providing fresh and quality
food that is full of authenticity.

LONG BEACH
LOCATION

COMING SOON! 

Contact
@ackeebamboo

January 2023 
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Law Office of Casey Campbell
State Bar #303214

K. Casey Campbell Jr.
caseycampbelljr@gmail.com

400 Corporate Pointe, Suite 300 

Culver City, CA 90230

714.805.6529
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In most states, prices vary based on how you buy. Savings vary. Subject to terms, conditions & availability. Allstate Fire and Casualty Ins. Co., 
Allstate Vehicle and Property Ins. Co & affiliates:  2775 Sanders Rd Northbrook, IL. © 2022 Allstate Insurance Co.

17
25

26
35

One place to help with all your insurance needs.

save big 
bundle your 
home and auto

Caren Adams
909-357-6700
carenadams@allstate.com
7950 Cherry Ave, Suite 110
allstate.com/carenadams
CA Insurance Agent #: 0E89669

Bundling home and auto is just one way to save 
with Allstate. Let’s make sure you’re saving as 
much as you can by having all of your policies in 
one place. Call me today for a quote.
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Making an Impact

Overview
The Jamaica Awareness Association of California (JAAC) is dedicated to

providing medical and educational aid to underserved communities in

Jamaica. While our primary focus is on Jamaica, we recognize the

importance of being active participants in our local communities. This dual

commitment drives our outreach efforts, ensuring that we support those in

need both abroad and at home.

Local Outreach Partnership
In 2024, JAAC partnered with the Downtown Women Center (DWC) in Los

Angeles to enhance our local outreach initiatives. The DWC is the only

organization in Los Angeles dedicated exclusively to serving and empowering

women and gender-diverse individuals experiencing

homelessness. Their comprehensive services include:

Safe temporary and permanent housing

Case management

Vocational and employment assistance

Health and mental health services

Daily fresh-cooked meals

Volunteer Efforts
On March 20 and October 12, a dedicated group of JAAC members

participated in the DWC Cooking Club. During these events, our volunteers

assisted the kitchen staff in preparing meals for over 100 women. This hands-

on experience not only allowed us to contribute to the nutritional needs of

vulnerable individuals but also fostered a sense of community and

connection between our members and the women served by DWC.

Impact and Future Goals
Our partnership with the Downtown Women Center has been a fulfilling

experience that highlights the importance of local outreach in our mission. By

engaging with DWC, we have extended our impact beyond Jamaica and

directly supporting marginalized Los Angeles individuals. Looking forward, we

aim to continue our collaboration with DWC, exploring additional ways to

support their initiatives and increase our volunteer involvement. Additionally,

we will strive to raise awareness of the challenges faced by women

experiencing homelessness, fostering community support and engagement.

Conclusion
The Jamaica Awareness Association of California remains committed to

providing aid and support to underserved communities in Jamaica and

locally. Our partnership with the Downtown Women Center exemplifies our

dedication to uplifting those in need and creating a more equitable society.

We look forward to expanding our outreach efforts in the coming year and

making a meaningful difference in the lives of many. Thank you to all our

supporters and volunteers who make this work possible.

Vanessa Myrie
VP, Public Relations, and Community Development

J A A C ’ S  A N N U A L  L O C A L  C O M M U N I T Y
O U T R E A C H  R E P O R T

2 0 2 4
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PATRICK EXPRESS COURIER

NEW YORK

PATRICK EXPRESS COURIER, NY, IS PROUD TO CELEBRATE JAAC
FOR ITS UNWAVERING DEDICATION AND YEARS OF IMPACTFUL

SERVICE TO THE YOUTHS OF JAMAICA! FOR OVER TWO DECADES,
JAAC HAS BROUGHT EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT, HEALTHCARE,

AND HOPE TO COUNTLESS STUDENTS AND FAMILIES,
TRANSFORMING LIVES ACROSS THE ISLAND.
HERE’S TO MANY MORE YEARS OF SUCCESS! 
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“Congratulations to JAAC 
on their 34th Anniversary Banquet and to 

Patrick Williams, JAAC President 2019-2021 
Best wishes for a successful event.”

1603 W. Manchester
Los Angeles, CA 90047

323.752.6776 
323.751.7733

L & J CLEANERS

Tailoring & Alterations

All Work Done on Premises

Guaranteed Good Work

“Congratulations to JAAC on their 36th Anniversary 
Banquet and to Patrick Williams, JAAC President. 

Best wishes for a successful event.”
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Creating Happy
Healthy Lifestyles.

14619 Ventura Blvd. | Sherman Oaks, CA 91403 | 818.728.9882 | phlabs.org 

Your health is our main priority. Proactive Health Labs (pH Labs) is the premier destination in advanced wellness to 
set you on a path to becoming your healthiest. We provide advanced testing solutions, IV therapy, vitamin shots, 
cryotherapy, detailed health assessments and educational resources that make it easier to lead healthier lives. We 
are a national non-profit organization conveniently located in Sherman Oaks and we are on a mission to reduce the 
incidence of chronic diseases and help you take charge of your health and physical well-being.

Experience the Proactive Health Labs Difference.

nutrient teSting MediCAL dOCtOrSiV tHerAPY CrYOtHerAPY

Call to sChedule your appoIntment today!

VitAMin SHOtS
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Congratulations Patrick Williams
JAAC President 2019 -2021

Thank you JAAC 
 for over 30 years of Community Service 

to Los Angeles and Jamaica.

Best wishes for a successful  
Fundraising Banquet.

Your friends at 

General Nutrition Center

CONGRATS AND BEST WISHES TO PATRICK WILLIAMS - JAAC PRESIDENT

BALDWIN HILLS CRENSHAW PLAZA

3650 Martin Luther King Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90008 

323.291.2731

Hours: Mpnday- Saturday 10am - 9pm 

Sunday 11am - 7pm

L I V E  W E L L .

Financial Systems
Accounting & Tax Services

CRTP

323.935.0525  •  CELL 323.295.4191  •  FAX 323.965.9618

Congrats and Best Wishes to JAAC 
on your 32nd Annual Fundraising Banquet.   

Continue the good work!!

Congratulations Patrick Williams
JAAC President 2019 -2021

Thank you JAAC 
 for over 30 years of Community Service 

to Los Angeles and Jamaica.

Best wishes for a successful  
Fundraising Banquet.

Your friends at 

General Nutrition Center

CONGRATS AND BEST WISHES TO PATRICK WILLIAMS - JAAC PRESIDENT

BALDWIN HILLS CRENSHAW PLAZA

3650 Martin Luther King Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90008 

323.291.2731

Hours: Mpnday- Saturday 10am - 9pm 

Sunday 11am - 7pm

L I V E  W E L L .

Financial Systems
Accounting & Tax Services

CRTP

323.935.0525  •  CELL 323.295.4191  •  FAX 323.965.9618

Congrats and Best Wishes to JAAC 
on your 32nd Annual Fundraising Banquet.   

Continue the good work!!
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““TThhoossee  wwhhoo  aarree  hhaappppiieesstt  aarree  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  ddoo  tthhee  mmoosstt  ffoorr  ootthheerrss..””           

 

  WWee  aarree  ttrruullyy  ggrraatteeffuull  ffoorr  tthhee  ddeeddiiccaatteedd  vvoolluunntteeeerrss  ooff  
tthhee  22002244  JJAAAACC  MMeeddiiccaall//DDeennttaall  VVoolluunntteeeerr  TTeeaamm    
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Support Team 
Cherry Chin-Hsia 
Hermin Hussen 
Estelle Jerome 
Marcia Linton 
Elaine McKenzie 
Veronica Oates 
Sherene Oxford 
Inez Small 
Jackie Small 
Aliyaah Toussaint 

Surgery Team 
Raymond Wedderburn, MD 
Donald Phillibert, MD 

Damon Clark, MD 
Leroy Sutherland, MD 
Tayeish Nelson, MD 
Megan Godfrey 

Clinic Providers 
Rosalyn Beswick, DNP 
Karen Staple, DNP 
Tavonia Ekwegh, DNP 
 

     Dental Team 
Joyce Barbour, DDS 

Isaac Brown, DDS 
Shaza Dafalla, DDS 

Deidra Harrison-McClain, DDS 
Eric Oates, DDS 

Yvette Stokes, DDS  
Omar Aref, DDS 

 
Keisha Brady 
Parris Brown 

Ayagne Dos Santos 
Geremy Medlock 

Matthew Moore 
Melissa Porter  

Micah Armstrong 
Monica Bean 

Mathew Beard 
Dorothy Beauzil 

Amber Cooke 
Micheal Curry 
Danielle Epps 

Michael George 
Destiny Harris 
Lauren Jordan 

Onyeka Oguanha 
Raena Patterson 

Alyse Pearson-Bryant 
Cherrelle Perkins 

Jada Pierre 
Dilan Rutland 
Jodine Seide 
Taylor Shaw 

Brooklyn Sims 
Kristin Smith 
Taylor Swett 

Tamera Thomas 

Dental Hygiene Students 

Elizabeth Beard 
Kamia Isbell 

Janet Roswell 
Keymia Tyus 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Nurses 
Carol Bruff 
Delveta Harris-Clarke 
Maria Colon 
Deborah Kerr 
Corine Lamy 
Joan Shepherd 
Shaunet Strachan 
Yvette Waldron 
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AN INDEPENDENCE CELEBRATION! 

The Jamaica Awareness Association of California (JAAC) recently hosted its 
Independence Brunch, marking Jamaica’s 62nd anniversary with vibrant festivities. 
Master of Ceremonies Dr. Ryan Wiggan led the program, featuring music by DJ 
Nigel, a performance by the Winery Mass dance group, and engaging cultural 
activities. The event also recognized representatives from sister Caribbean 
organizations, including Trinidad and Tobago, Barbados, and Guyana, and 

acknowledged Marcia McBean, Chair of the Independence Brunch Committee, for her outstanding 
leadership. 

Proceeds from the event will support JAAC’s ongoing charitable work, including its Annual Health and 
Education Mission to Jamaica. The brunch concluded with raffle draws, giveaways, and dancing,
reflecting JAAC’s dedication to culture, community, and philanthropy. 

MEMORIAL PAGE
 
IInn  MMeemmoorryy  ooff  PPaatt  PPeerrrryy  

The Executive Board and Members of Jamaica Awareness 
Association of California, (JAAC), offer sincere condolences 
 to the family of Viretta "Pat" Perry.  
 

SSooaarr  wwiitthh  tthhee  AAnnggeellss  aanndd  RReesstt  iinn  PPeeaaccee  
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AACE Financial Services

Lewin Harrison, Broker

(213) 908-4416
(908) 393-2020
lewin@aacfs.com

DRE# 01902097                 |              NMLS# 644748                     |            CDI# 0i2228

SERV ICES  F O R  EV ERY  N EED
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1875 Century Park East, Suite 1120
Los Angeles, California 90067

Email: dn@davidnahai.com
www.davidnahai.com

Tel: (310) 201 - 6800
Mobile: (310) 387 - 4148

David Nahai
President

Visionary Leader in Sustainability and Law

Partner with a leader who makes a difference. 
Connect with David Nahai today.

49



With Gratitude to our Sponsors and Supporters….

On behalf of JAAC’s executive board and members, we extend our heartfelt thanks to everyone who generously

donated their time, talent and financial resources. Your support was instrumental in the success of our

fundraising gala and our 2024 mission trip.

Gala Program MC:

Dr. Shauna Chin

Dr. Ryan Wiggan
Entertainment Sponsors:

Dr. Raymond Wedderburn

GMORE Healthcare Services

Decorations Sponsors:

Mr. & Mrs. Eric Laws

Natalie Walters

Margaret Rose Lanam

Lisa Hayles

Awards Sponsor:

Dr. Bobby Brown

Raffle Prizes Sponsors:

Catalonia Hotels & Resorts

Los Angeles Airport Marriott Hotel

Nicole Nugent
Door Prizes Sponsors:

Patrick Williams

Sam Boothe

Shirlene Barnes

LAX Physical Medicine

Special Thanks:

Hungry Joe’s Jamaican Restaurant

Vanessa Myrie & Stephanie Edwards

Wright’s Tech & Graphic Designing

Donovan Howell/ L&J Cleaners

Sharon Small

June Royes

Gala Planning Team

Tanya Bernard

Orland Bailey

Rev. Guy A. Leemhuis

Wright’s Tech & Graphic Design

Silent Auction Sponsors: 

Half Moon Hotel

Mr. & Mrs. Laws 

June Royes 

Jackie Small 

Patrick Williams 

Dr. Deidre Harrison-McClain 

Bradford Portraits

Bogue Village Supermarket

Shirlene Barnes

Jacqueline Williams

Yaya Market

AOJAH

Country Style Caribbean Agora

Mission Donors and Supporters: 

Henry Schein 

Bogue Village Supermarket 

Pelican Grill Restaurant 

Negril Chamber of Commerce 

Rotary Clubs of Jamaica

Amstar 

Jamaica Tours 

Fayannette Jeffrey 

National Education Trust 

Ministry of Education 

Heath Education & Promotion

Department Ministry of Health 

Rose Lanam

Dennis Shipping

Joseph Peters Trucking

Nathion Healthcare Enhancement

Foundation

Compari Group/ J. Wray & Nephew

Howard Levy
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HELP PROVIDE NEW TABLETS TO STUDENTS IN UNDERSERVED
COMMUNITIES IN JAMAICA. 

HOW YOU CAN HELP:
 

· DROP OFF AT OUR ANNUAL FUNDRAISING GALA
LAX MARRIOT/ NOVEMBER 16TH

· DONATE CASH TO SUPPORT TABLET AND BLOOD PRESSURE MACHINE PURCHASES
· BUY A TABLET OR BLOOD PRESSURE MACHINE THROUGH OUR JAAC HOLIDAY DRIVE 

REGISTRY ON AMAZON
HTTPS://WWW.AMAZON.COM/REGISTRIES/GL/GUEST-VIEW/146UCJE4VF1BO

 

HELP KEEP HEARTS HEALTHY! SUPPORT OUR BLOOD PRESSURE MACHINE
DRIVE

$40 PROVIDES A BLOOD PRESSURE MACHINE FOR ONE FAMILY
$80 EQUIPS TWO INDIVIDUALS WITH ESSENTIAL MONITORING TOOLS

ANY AMOUNT BRINGS US CLOSER TO OUR GOAL OF MAKING HEALTH ACCESSIBLE TO ALL

BRIGHT FUTURES & BETTER HEALTH: A HOLIDAY
DRIVE FOR EDUCATION AND WELLNESS

NOV 16 - DEC 31, 2024
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Congratulations 
to	

HERMIN HUSSEN
Recipient	of	the	

2024 President’s Award
from  

Jamaica Awareness Association
of California

for	her	dedication	and	tireless	contribution	
to	the	Organization	

Best	Wishes,	

Gary	Hecker

 

Congratulations 
to	

HERMIN HUSSEN
Recipient	of	the	

2024 President’s Award
from  

Jamaica Awareness Association
of California

for	her	dedication	and	tireless	contribution	
to	the	Organization	

Best	Wishes,	

Gary	Hecker
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OCHO RIOS GRILL
Jamaican-American Cuisine

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Open 7 days a week
Mon. - Thurs. 
11am to 8:30pm
Fri. - Sat. 
11am to 9:30pm
Sun. 11am to 8pm

144500 Hawthorne Blvd., Lawndale, CA 90260

310.675.7467

OCHO RIOS GRILL
Jamaican-American Cuisine

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Open 7 days a week
Mon. - Thurs. 
11am to 8:30pm
Fri. - Sat. 
11am to 9:30pm
Sun. 11am to 8pm

144500 Hawthorne Blvd., Lawndale, CA 90260

310.675.7467

Breakfast, Lunch 
& Dinner

Open 7 days a 
week

Mon.-Thurs.
11am to 8:30pm

Fri. - Sat. 
11am - 9:30pm
Sun.

11am to 8pm
144500 Hawthorne Blvd. 

Lawndale, CA 90260
310.675.7467

54



WE ARE

AND HERE TO HELP!

Specializing in LA, Orange, and San Bernardino Counties

Services include:
 Assistance with activities of

daily living

Personalized care
Meal Planning and Prep

Light Housekeeping

24 Hour Care

Shopping &Errand running

Companionship

Hospital/Facility sitters

Medication reminders

Pet Care

Laundry/Routine linen
changes

Recovery from Illness/surgery

Care also provided for:

Alzheimers, Dementia,
Diabetes, Parkinson’s

Disability &
Terminal Illness

Personalized Care Plans

909-315-6374

rosie@aace.care

Inquiries?
Reach out!

aace.care
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IInn  RReeccooggnniittiioonn  ooff  tthhee  VVeetteerraannss  
iinn  OOuurr  FFaammiillyy 

 

       Chandi Khan Gilling 

          US Coast Guard 

 

Nigel C. Smith 

US Air Force 

Thank you for your 
service, for your 
sacrifices, for your 
valor, for protecting us 
and for defending our 
rights. 

The Coy-Smith family 

Your Wanderlust 
Delivered  

Discover Jamaica’s highest rated resort 
with up to $300 in resort credits.

Use code: NEXTSTAY  
*Based on availbility. Offer subject to change.

HalfMoon.com

2023
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Just a few years ago in June 2011, Jamaica Awareness 
Association of California went on its 12th annual mission 
trip and the members were hosted for Sunday service at the 
Baptist church in Port Maria, St Mary.  It was there that we 
met Valrie Johnson (Kim). 
Kim had to move around on crutches because one of her 
legs was crooked and atrophied.  At the age of sixteen Kim 
was an average student who traveled 8 miles by bus and 
then walked a half-a-mile, uphill to school. This may have become her daily normal but I knew 
this was no simple feat.  
Consequently, JAAC decided to give a helping hand.  When JAAC volunteer pediatrician Dr. 
Linda Tigner-Weekes was approached during our trip, she quickly began turning the wheels 
upon her return to Los Angeles.  After much research and correspondence, Dr. Tigner-Weekes 
was able to secure surgery free of charge at Shriner’s Children’s Hospital in Los Angeles.  
Kim arrived in Los Angeles on Sunday, October 27, 2012, excited and ready to welcome the 
opportunity being offered to her.  Doctors would amputate and replace her leg with prosthesis; 
while several members chimed in with housing, finance, food, transportation, and continuing 
education while Kim lived in California. 
Kim was ready to return to school at Oracabessa High School in St Mary after an 8 months 
absence. 
Linda Coy, a nurse by profession, with whom Kim and her aunt (chaperone) resided during 
the time in California, 
helped Kim in her school 

preparation and encouraged her to reach for the stars. “You 
can become a nurse too if you really want to,” Linda told her. 
With a prosthetic leg, a new look, a different attitude, Kim 
returned to Jamaica and aced her final year of  high school 
then turned her attention to tertiary education in nursing.   
“It’s what Miss Linda and I discussed.  I wanted to be a nurse 
like her.”  
The members of JAAC were astonished about this unexpected 
spark in Kim so we all decided to help her fulfill her dream.  
Four years later, through the ups and downs of life at Browns 
Town Community College Nursing School, Kim will graduate 
November 2nd, 2019.   A reunion of the many persons in 
Kim’s journey is planned and I can’t wait to see her walk in 
her graduation cap. We are proud of Valrie “Kim” Johnson.  

Many young ladies could 
fall victim to sex, drugs, 
early pregnancies, lack 
of hope but Kim made 
us proud by converting 
the helping hand into an 
unexpected result. Valrie 
“Kim” Johnson will be 
a registered nurse. The 
degree is conferred by 
the University of the West 
Indies.

- Submitted by:  
A. Leo Gilling

A very happy update!
Prosthetics helps Kim become a Registered Nurse 

Make Travellers your vacation destination and wake up on the 
world famous 7 mile white sand beach of Negril Jamaica. This 
family owned Negril beach resort offers several room types for 
relaxation, entertainment, and comfort while the warmth of 
the sun and the cool Caribbean waters allow you to escape from 
every day life.
At Travellers you may arrive as a guest, but you will leave as part 
of the family.

Norman Manley Blvd.,  Negril, Westmoreland
tbr.travel • (876) 957-3039 (Jamaica)  

(718) 514-6031 (USA)

Beach Resort

Just a few years ago in June 2011, Jamaica Awareness 
Association of California went on its 12th annual mission 
trip and the members were hosted for Sunday service at the 
Baptist church in Port Maria, St Mary.  It was there that we 
met Valrie Johnson (Kim). 
Kim had to move around on crutches because one of her 
legs was crooked and atrophied.  At the age of sixteen Kim 
was an average student who traveled 8 miles by bus and 
then walked a half-a-mile, uphill to school. This may have become her daily normal but I knew 
this was no simple feat.  
Consequently, JAAC decided to give a helping hand.  When JAAC volunteer pediatrician Dr. 
Linda Tigner-Weekes was approached during our trip, she quickly began turning the wheels 
upon her return to Los Angeles.  After much research and correspondence, Dr. Tigner-Weekes 
was able to secure surgery free of charge at Shriner’s Children’s Hospital in Los Angeles.  
Kim arrived in Los Angeles on Sunday, October 27, 2012, excited and ready to welcome the 
opportunity being offered to her.  Doctors would amputate and replace her leg with prosthesis; 
while several members chimed in with housing, finance, food, transportation, and continuing 
education while Kim lived in California. 
Kim was ready to return to school at Oracabessa High School in St Mary after an 8 months 
absence. 
Linda Coy, a nurse by profession, with whom Kim and her aunt (chaperone) resided during 
the time in California, 
helped Kim in her school 

preparation and encouraged her to reach for the stars. “You 
can become a nurse too if you really want to,” Linda told her. 
With a prosthetic leg, a new look, a different attitude, Kim 
returned to Jamaica and aced her final year of  high school 
then turned her attention to tertiary education in nursing.   
“It’s what Miss Linda and I discussed.  I wanted to be a nurse 
like her.”  
The members of JAAC were astonished about this unexpected 
spark in Kim so we all decided to help her fulfill her dream.  
Four years later, through the ups and downs of life at Browns 
Town Community College Nursing School, Kim will graduate 
November 2nd, 2019.   A reunion of the many persons in 
Kim’s journey is planned and I can’t wait to see her walk in 
her graduation cap. We are proud of Valrie “Kim” Johnson.  

Many young ladies could 
fall victim to sex, drugs, 
early pregnancies, lack 
of hope but Kim made 
us proud by converting 
the helping hand into an 
unexpected result. Valrie 
“Kim” Johnson will be 
a registered nurse. The 
degree is conferred by 
the University of the West 
Indies.

- Submitted by:  
A. Leo Gilling

A very happy update!
Prosthetics helps Kim become a Registered Nurse 

Make Travellers your vacation destination and wake up on the 
world famous 7 mile white sand beach of Negril Jamaica. This 
family owned Negril beach resort offers several room types for 
relaxation, entertainment, and comfort while the warmth of 
the sun and the cool Caribbean waters allow you to escape from 
every day life.
At Travellers you may arrive as a guest, but you will leave as part 
of the family.

Norman Manley Blvd.,  Negril, Westmoreland
tbr.travel • (876) 957-3039 (Jamaica)  

(718) 514-6031 (USA)

Beach Resort
JAAC 2024 Mission Week

Kickoff Church Service

Blessed Sacrament Cathedral
Montego Bay, Jamaica

JAAC Receives Warm Welcome and Support from Local Officials

Mission Week 2024 launched with an orientation meeting that quickly
transformed into a celebratory event. JAAC was honored to have Dr. Michelle
Walden-Pinnock, Director of Regional Education Services for Region IV at the

Ministry of Education, join us for our festive kickoff reception. Also in attendance
were Ms. Princess Wedderburn, CEO of Falmouth Hospital, and The Bishop

Conrad Pitkin, Custos of St. James.
We had the pleasure of welcoming new volunteers into our JAAC family, while

also extending a warm welcome back to our dedicated returning volunteers. The
evening was filled with joy and anticipation as local officials celebrated JAAC's
return to Jamaica, offering their heartfelt wishes for a successful mission and

expressing their ongoing support.
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We rely on marination with real 
fruit juices to maximize flavors.  

We serve all your Jamaican favorites:

• Jerk Chicken

• Beef Short Ribs

• Ital Stew

• Fried Plantains

• Manish Water

And More…

Jamaican Restaurant & Market

We Do Take Out!

Shop for authentic 
Caribbean spices 

& other products 
in our market...

Check Out Our Menu Online:  
www.natraliart.com
Phone: 323.737.9277
3426 W. Washington Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90018

Let Us Cater 

Your Next 

Party/Event!

“Dis a di place fi di Jamaikan taste.”
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