
JAMAICA AWARENESS ASSOCIATION OF CALIFORNIA

F U N D R A I S I N G  B A N Q U E T

SAT U R DAY

6 P M  -  1 A M

AnnualAnnualthth

November 11, 2023
 LOS ANGELES AIRPORT MARRIOTT 

Los Angeles, California

WWW.JAMAICAAWARENESS.ORG
“PROUD & STRONG”

1



RightChoice

Congrats to JAAC
on their 33rd Annual Fundraising Banquet 

         and Completion of the 20th 
                  Annual Mission to Jamaica

C A R I B B E A N  M A R K E T

323.292.8921
rightchoicemarket.com

4233 B South Crenshaw Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90008
Monday - Friday  9:00 am - 8:00 pm 

 Saturday  9:00 am - 9:00 pm  
Sunday  9:30 am - 5:30 pm

on their 35th Annual Fundraising Banquet and
Completion of the 23rd Annual Mission to Jamaica
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EEvveenniinngg  PPrrooggrraamm  
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………  

 
CCoocckkttaaiill  HHoouurr  ((NNoo  HHoosstt  BBaarr))  66::0000  pp..mm..  ––  77::0000  pp..mm..  

 
Steel Drum Entertainment – Cecil “Censi” Francis 

 
 

Masters of Ceremonies 
MMrr..  JJeeffffrreeyy  AAnnddeerrssoonn--GGuunntteerr  

MMiissss  SShhaauunnaa  CChhiinn  
 

Invocation   
 

National Anthems - MMrr..  OOrrllaanndd  BBaaiilleeyy  
 

Dinner Served 8:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. 
 

President’s Welcome & Message 
MMrr..  PPaattrriicckk  WWiilllliiaammss  

 
 

JAAC 2023 Recognition Award 
DDrr..  RRoossaallyynn  BBeesswwiicckk  ––  CCoommmmuunniittyy  SSeerrvviiccee  AAwwaarrdd  

  
President’s Award  ––  MMrr..  OOrrllaanndd  BBaaiilleeyy  

 
Entertainment 

IIssllaanndd  PPaassssiioonn  BBaanndd  ffeeaattuurriinngg  MMrr..  OOrrllaanndd  BBaaiilleeyy  
DDJJ  NNiiggeell  

 
Dancing 

Door prizes 

Live Auction 

Silent Auction 

Grand Raffle Drawing 
 Orland Bailey 

Island Passion Band 

3



 

MESSAGE FROM 
THE MOST HON. ANDREW HOLNESS, ON, PC, MP 

PRIME MINISTER 
 

35th Annual Fundraising Banquet 

Jamaica Awareness Association of California (JAAC)  

I extend warm regards and commendations to the Jamaica Awareness 
Association of California (JAAC) on the occasion of your 35th Annual 
Fundraising Banquet. This milestone stands as a testament to your unwavering 
commitment to the betterment of our beloved Jamaica and the broader Los 
Angeles community. 

The story of JAAC also reflects the indomitable spirit of Jamaicans, both in our 
homeland and in the diaspora. Founded in 1987 by a group of dedicated 
individuals in Los Angeles, your organization has steadfastly pursued a noble 
mission, one that resonates deeply with our shared values. Your dedication to 
providing assistance to needy students and to advancing the health and 
education systems in Jamaica and Los Angeles is nothing short of inspiring. 

The annual medical and education missions undertaken by the organisation in 
rural Jamaica since 2000 have brought hope, healing, and opportunity to 
those who need it most. Your efforts have not only transformed individual lives 
but have also contributed to the advancement of our nation as a whole. 

As you gather for your 35th Annual Fundraising Banquet, I applaud the tireless 
work of JAAC and the unity it represents. This event is not just a celebration of 
your accomplishments; it is also a demonstration of the power of community, 
the strength of friendship, and the boundless potential of collaboration and 
partnerships. It brings together not only the friends of California and the 
Caribbean community but also the dreams, aspirations, and goodwill of many. 

Certainly, this gathering is a beacon of hope, and it bears testimony to the 
profound impact we can achieve when we come together for a common 
cause. It is a reminder that, as Jamaicans, we are connected not only by our 
shared heritage but also by our shared responsibility to uplift the less fortunate 
and to contribute to the betterment of society. 

Let this banquet be a symbol of our commitment to fostering positive change, 
not just within our communities but throughout the world. To this end, I want to 
express my deepest appreciation for the dedication and passion that the 

I extend warm regards and commendations to the Jamaica Awareness 
Association of California (JAAC) on the occasion of your 35th Annual 
Fundraising Banquet. This milestone stands as a testament to your unwavering 
commitment to the betterment of our beloved Jamaica and the broader Los 
Angeles community.

The story of JAAC also reflects the indomitable spirit of Jamaicans, both in 
our homeland and in the diaspora. Founded in 1987 by a group of dedicated 
individuals in Los Angeles, your organization has steadfastly pursued a noble 
mission, one that resonates deeply with our shared values. Your dedication 
to providing assistance to needy students and to advancing the health and 
education systems in Jamaica and Los Angeles is nothing short of inspiring.

The annual medical and education missions undertaken by the organisation in 
rural Jamaica since 2000 have brought hope, healing, and opportunity to those 
who need it most. Your efforts have not only transformed individual lives but 
have also contributed to the advancement of our nation as a whole.

As you gather for your 35th Annual Fundraising Banquet, I applaud the tireless work of JAAC and the unity it 
represents. This event is not just a celebration of your accomplishments; it is also a demonstration of the power 
of community, the strength of friendship, and the boundless potential of collaboration and partnerships. It brings 
together not only the friends of California and the Caribbean community but also the dreams, aspirations, and 
goodwill of many.

Certainly, this gathering is a beacon of hope, and it bears testimony to the profound impact we can achieve when 
we come together for a common cause. It is a reminder that, as Jamaicans, we are connected not only by our shared 
heritage but also by our shared responsibility to uplift the less fortunate and to contribute to the betterment of society.

Let this banquet be a symbol of our commitment to fostering positive change, not just within our communities but 
throughout the world. To this end, I want to express my deepest appreciation for the dedication and passion that the 
Jamaica Awareness Association of California has displayed over the years. Your work is a source of inspiration and a 
testament to the incredible potential we all hold to make a difference in this world.

May your 35th Annual Fundraising Banquet be a resounding success, and may it continue to light the path towards a 
brighter, more prosperous future for all.

The Most Hon. Andrew Holness, ON, PC, MP Prime Minister
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PPrreessiiddeenntt’’ss  MMeessssaaggee  
Ladies and gentlemen,   

On behalf of the Executive Board, Advisory Committee, and the fantastic members of 
the Jamaica Awareness Association of California (JAAC), I extend to you a warm and 
hearty welcome to our 35th Annual Fundraising and Awards Banquet. We are 
absolutely thrilled to have both our seasoned champions who have been with us 
throughout our 35-year journey, and our new friends, joining our organization's events 
for the very first time. It's an exciting time for JAAC as we continue to evolve, grow, and 
stay ever vigilant in our commitment to serving the community's needs. In conjunction 
with the theme of Jamaica’s 61st year of independence, we the members of JAAC also 
declare being - “Proud and Strong”.    

As we gather here tonight to celebrate, let's take a moment to shine the spotlight on 
those remarkable individuals who embody the spirit of volunteerism. We have an extraordinary group of heroes amongst us; 
folks who selflessly dedicate their time and efforts to make JAAC a resounding success. These incredible men and women don't 
seek gratitude for their actions; instead, they're grateful for the opportunity to make a difference. This year, their hard work and 
dedication have brought more smiles and hope to many lives.   

Tonight, we hail the nurses who tirelessly tended to wounds, checked vital signs, and brought comfort to sick children. We thank 
the doctors and dentists who worked under challenging conditions to improve the health of the less fortunate. Sincere 
appreciation to the pharmacists who dispensed much-needed medications, and the surgeons who spent hours under blazing 
lights, working in operating rooms desperately needing upgrading, to remove tissue masses or repair organs. Our volunteers 
traversed the treacherous roads, to deliver much-needed resources to schools situated in remote valleys. This past year, an 
incredible 90 such volunteers embarked on a mission to Jamaica to make this happen. We also had volunteers who worked 
locally, partnering with the Food Bank to provide health screenings. Our heartfelt thanks to all of you, for your unwavering 
commitment. Your contribution has been tremendous, and without you, we wouldn't be able carry out these promised 
commitments. The reality is, you are the real-life superheroes in the lives of the many children and adults you have touched.  We 
are Proud to announce the dollar value of the mission we just completed for the year 2023, in Jamaica, is over USD$500,000.00; 
to include services and equipment used to aid the success of the mission. The cost we incurred in realizing the completion and 
success of this year’s mission is approximately USD$150,000.00.  “Gratitude is a Must”.  

To our esteemed guests, be assured, tonight is all about you. Every detail has been meticulously tailored to ensure your 
enjoyment. You will be treated to electrifying live entertainment, indulge in a sumptuous feast, and have a chance to take home 
treasures from our silent and live auction. If you are feeling lucky, you can try your hand at one of our raffle drawings. And of 
course, the night would not be complete without some dancing to the infectious rhythms of our band and DJ. So, let loose and 
have a blast!   

I'm delighted to extend our heartiest congratulations to our two Honorees this evening:  

• Mr. Orland Bailey, who has never hesitated to serenade us with his melodious voice, all the way from Jamaica.  
• Dr. Rosalyn Beswick, for her years of dedicated service to the Annual Medical Mission in Jamaica.  

As an unknown author once said, "Hope for mankind's future lie in selfless acts of giving and volunteering”. 

The JAAC is committed to continuing our work, both locally and in Jamaica, by embarking on even more ambitious projects. We 
aim to strengthen our partnerships with local organizations and charitable groups and plan to donate more medical equipment to 
hospitals in Jamaica, following the immense appreciation we received for the Laparoscopic surgical tower donated last year. In 
the upcoming year, we aspire to increase the number of scholarships awarded to high school students, building on the five made 
possible by our generous sponsors this past spring.   

In closing, I extend my heartfelt thanks for gracing us with your presence tonight and for your unwavering support. We look 
forward to your continued support as we embark on this incredible journey of service and community building.   

Onward together, supporting JAAC’s Motto “Improving lives today, for a better Tomorrow”.  

Patrick L. Williams 
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 AA  bbiigg  tthhaannkk  yyoouu  ttoo  ootthheerr  JJAAAACC  mmeemmbbeerrss  aanndd  ffrriieennddss  wwhhoo  aaddddeedd    
ttoo  tthhee  ssuucccceessss  ooff  tthhiiss  eevveenntt..  

                     

Patrick Williams 
President 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jackie Small 
Executive Vice President 

Hermin Hussen 
Treasurer 

Dr. Glen Hendricks 
Corresponding Secretary 

Janice Martin 
Recording Secretary 

Nicole Nugent 
VP – Education Chair 

Vanessa Myrie 
VP - Public Relations Chair 

Dr. Ryan Wiggan 
VP - Ways and Means Chair 

Dr. George Savage 
Appointed Board Member 

Ava Hyman Raquel Hoyte Sharon Small 
Citra Patterson Claudette Coleman Marcia McBean 

Claudette Hecker Verona Hall Rose Lanam 
Dr. B. Roy Davidson Pansy Holness         June O’Shaughnessy            

 Jennifer Cornwall  

JAAC 2023-2024 EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS 
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MMeessssaaggee  ffrroomm  
HHeerr  EExxcceelllleennccyy  AAuuddrreeyy  PP..  MMaarrkkss  

AAmmbbaassssaaddoorr  ooff  JJaammaaiiccaa  ttoo  tthhee  UUnniitteedd  SSttaatteess  ooff  AAmmeerriiccaa    
JJaammaaiiccaa  AAwwaarreenneessss  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn  ooff  CCaalliiffoorrnniiaa,,  IInncc..  3344tthh  AAnnnnuuaall  FFuunnddrraaiissiinngg  BBaannqquueett  

OOccttoobbeerr  22002222  
 

Members of the Diaspora and Friends of Jamaica,  

It is my pleasure to acknowledge the Jamaica 

Awareness Association of California, Inc. (JAAC)on the 

occasion of your “34th Annual Fundraising Banquet”. 

 I am pleased to know that the proceeds from this banquet will support the 21st 

Annual Medical and Education Mission to Jamaica. I am also pleased that after a 

two-years hiatus, the Medical and Education Mission can safely resume. 

The Association’s pledge to the development of Jamaica, primarily in the areas 

of Health and Education is heartening. Your outreach has enriched the lives of 

thousands of deserving Jamaicans and is a remarkable expression of love for our 

island and her people.   

Diaspora organizations, such as JAAC, remain a valuable component of our 

national development blueprint, and initiatives executed by this Association, since its 

inception in 1987, characterize the robust friendship between Jamaicans in California 

and their homeland. 

In closing, I take this opportunity to salute the Jamaica Awareness Association of 

California, Inc. I applaud President Williams and his team for their dedication and 

stewardship of this august group. 

Please accept my very best wishes for the continued success of the Jamaica 

Awareness Association of California, Inc. 
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Jamaica Awareness Association of California, Inc. 
 Congratulatory Message 

from 
Her Excellency Audrey Marks 

Ambassador of Jamaica to the United States of America 

 

On behalf of the Government and people of Jamaica, I extend hearty 
congratulations to the Jamaica Awareness Association of California, Inc. (JAAC). 

I also take this opportunity to congratulate the JAAC on its 23rd Annual Medical 
and Educational Mission to rural Jamaica. The JAAC’s remarkable 23-year-strong 
medical outreach program, training opportunities, and donations of medical 
equipment have positively enhanced the health and wellness of countless 
Jamaicans, and for this, we are grateful. 

As you celebrate your 35th Annual Fundraising Banquet, I commend the JAAC 
for building a strongly-knit community in the West dedicated to nation-building.  

Since its establishment in July 1987, the JAAC continues to remain a beacon of 
hope and progress. It has actively contributed to the betterment of Jamaican 
communities by providing scholarships to aspiring students and making well-
needed injections of support to various schools. 

With over three-and-a-half-decades of unstinting service, the Jamaica 
Awareness Association of California remains a vital and indispensable partner for 
Jamaica’s development. I encourage you to continue working in the interest of 
the Jamaican/ American community and for the advancement of Jamaicans at 
home. 

May this festive occasion serve as a moment of reflection, recognition, and 
renewed determination to continue your endeavours for the benefit of Jamaica 
and her people. 

As you recommit to achieving even greater feats of nation-building in the future, 
accept my best wishes for a successful and memorable 35th Annual Fundraising 
Banquet. 

On behalf of the Government and people of Jamaica, I 
extend hearty congratulations to the Jamaica Awareness 
Association of California, Inc. (JAAC).

I also take this opportunity to congratulate the JAAC on 
its 23rd Annual Medical and Educational Mission to rural 
Jamaica. The JAAC’s remarkable 23-year-strong medical 
outreach program, training opportunities, and donations 
of medical equipment have positively enhanced the health 
and wellness of countless Jamaicans, and for this, we are 
grateful.

As you celebrate your 35th Annual Fundraising Banquet, 
I commend the JAAC for building a strongly-knit 
community in the West dedicated to nation-building.
Since its establishment in July 1987, the JAAC continues 

to remain a beacon of hope and progress. It has actively contributed to the betterment of Jamaican 
communities by providing scholarships to aspiring students and making well- needed injections of 
support to various schools.

With over three-and-a-half-decades of unstinting service, the Jamaica Awareness Association of 
California remains a vital and indispensable partner for Jamaica’s development. I encourage you to 
continue working in the interest of the Jamaican/ American community and for the advancement of 
Jamaicans at home.

May this festive occasion serve as a moment of reflection, recognition, and renewed determination to 
continue your endeavours for the benefit of Jamaica and her people.

As you recommit to achieving even greater feats of nation-building in the future, accept my best wishes 
for a successful and memorable 35th Annual Fundraising Banquet.
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Dinner Menu 
Assorted Rolls with Butter 

 

California Citrus Salad 
cheese, orange segments, dried cranberries, cherry tomatoes, 
Red wine vinaigrette & walnut vinaigrette served on the side 

 
 

Jerk Marinated Chicken, pomegranate molasses 

 
or 

Pan Roasted Salmon, balsamic reduction & red wine beurre blanc 
 

Chef’s Accompaniments: 
Jasmine Rice with Kidney Beans, coconut milk, pimento, thyme and Fresh Seasonal Vegetables 

 

Vegetarian Option 

Sear King Oyster Mushroom 
Green pea puree, roasted pee wee potato, red chimichurri, yellow pea shoots 

 

Dessert 
Red Berry Marquis with kiwi drizzle 
Lemon Tart with raspberry drizzle 

 
Starbucks Regular and Decaffeinated Coffee & Tazo Tea Service 

 

Dinner Menu
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Our Emcees this evening…  

Jeffrey Anderson-Gunter  
Years ago, at the Rialto theatre in Jamaica, West Indies, Jeff saw his first movie, titled 

"One Potato, Two Potato."  He admired the talent, class, and sophistication of the woman 
portraying that character, and turned to his mom and said, “That is what I want to do when I 
grow up, be an actor and be as good as that woman.” 

  Years later, he auditioned and landed a role in “Play Mas” with the Urban Arts Corps. 
The role was a dancing witch doctor in a grass skirt, and he should be a West Indian who can 
sing, dance and act.  

He has since done many movies for the screen, “Predator II” “Marked for Death,” “Don’t be a Menace,” “Only the strong,” to 
name a few and numerous guest spots for television, including lead roles in the series, “Hudson Street” for ABC and “Union Square” for 
NBC, prime-time shows and daytime soap operas, and other series lead roles for the major television networks.  

A director of numerous productions on and off-Broadway. He recently directed and premiered in, “Speak of Me as I Am,” the 
story of Paul Robeson with K. B. Solomon at the North Carolina Black Theatre Festival, to rave reviews.  

  Jeffrey was Associate Producer for and performed in the Black Star of The Great White Way” event at the prestigious 
Carnegie Hall in N.Y. in June of 2014. He is the founder and artistic director for the Caribbean American Repertory Theatre West, in 
Los Angeles. He sits on the boards of the National Black Theatre Festival in North Carolina, Hollywood Diversity Association and 
Splassher.com, winner of several NAACP theatre awards and a contract instructor for Theatre of Hearts/Youth First. His film, the 
musical, “Revival” was released in 2017. He is also a father, an activist and teacher of voice, articulation, and American Sign 
Language. He is currently, in pre-production for the Docudrama, "Justice Delayed" the account of a trial that Marcus Garvey won in 
Jamaica.   

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Shauna Chin 
Ms. Shauna Chin is the Vice Chair for the Global Jamaica Diaspora Council and the 
Representative of the USA West and Mid-West.  

Shauna uses her skills as a US Army trained Nurse and her notoriety as an actress to 
augment her humanitarian efforts and raise awareness to various causes. The Gulf War 
veteran served 8 years in the United States Army and achieved two baccalaureate 
degrees: one in Business Administration and a second in Nursing which she utilized to 
teach nursing students before transitioning to an acting career. Thus, affording her the 
unique circumstance of bringing not just one, but multiple areas of expertise to the 
Global Jamaica Diaspora Council in the key subject areas: citizen security, education, 
health and wellness, arts sports and culture, commerce and development issues. 

 She is a long-standing champion for diaspora matters, previously serving as Goodwill Ambassador for the National 
Association of Jamaican and Supportive Organizations (NAJASO) and is the current United Nations Association of Jamaica 
(UNAJ) Ambassador. For the period 2014-2018, she volunteered at the Consulate of Jamaica-Los Angeles where she 
implemented a successful immigration and deportation plan with the goal for every Jamaican national in her region to have: 
a valid government issued ID; an immigration and deportation plan and increased access to their nearest Consulate to ease 
doing business with Jamaica.  
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O’Neil Dennis
A t t o r n e y  a t  L a w

• Family Law • Guardianship 

 • Civil Litigation

Congrats JAAC!

385 Grand Ave. Suite 300, Oakland, CA 94610

510.272.9737 

oneil@ogdlaw.com
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BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER
We cater for all occasions

1100 N. La Brea Ave., Suite 100, Inglewood, CA 90302

BUSINESS HOURS 
MON-SAT: 9:00 am - 9:30 pm

CLOSED on SUNDAYS

310-674-8510
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JAAC 2023 COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD 

DDrr..  RRoossaallyynn  BBeesswwiicckk
DNP ANP-BC CWONP EDSc

Dr. Rosalyn Beswick was born in Kingston Jamaica, the third of four girls. She 
migrated to the US in 1983.  She began her nursing career as an LPN and 
furthered her career by obtaining her AAS, BSN, MSN, and finally earned a 
Doctoral Degree from Geroge Washington University in 2021.  

Rosalyn currently works as a Wound Consultant for Renew Wound Care 
Consultant. Her passion for helping others is reflected in her dedication to caring 
for her patients. Rosalyn’s numerous years as a nurse involves working in 
various hospital settings:  Level One trauma Emergency Department at Kings 
County in Brooklyn NY, Medical ICU and Open-Heart Surgery ICU at Northwell, 
Long Island NY. However, she was not satisfied. She went on to obtain a 
specialization to prevent and treat various complex wounds. Her most significant 
experience was being employed at Mount Sinai hospital as Wound Care 

Manager.  It was there where she met Connie Duvall who told her about this amazing experience of becoming a volunteer that involved 
giving back to the people of Jamaica.  She was eager and excited to participate; and the rest is history. 

Rosalyn Beswick is married to her wonderful, amazing husband Rudolph Brabham and is blessed to have four amazing children and 
an adorable grandson. 

JAAC applauds Rosalyn for her dedication and exemplary service to our mission. 

JAAC 2023 President’s Award

MMrr..  OOrrllaanndd  BBaaiilleeyy  ,,  EEssqq..
 Orland started his musical journey as a teenager, while attending Cornwall College in Montego 
Bay, Jamaica, where he sang in the school’s choir. Music was his oxygen and so he lived and 
breathed music; not only at school but also at church. He was a member of the Holy Trinity 
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Although Orland works a 9-5 job and gives of himself to serve the people of Jamaica as a Justice of the Peace, music is never placed 
on the “back burner” for him. 

 “If music is the food of love, play on.”  A quote form William Shakespeare’s play, “Twelfth Night.” Orland finds this quote, a 
most inspirational one; and strives to never stop singing, as the world will always need love.  

JAAC is grateful to Orland for his continuous support of the organization. 
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DNP ANP-BC CWONP EDSc
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By calling the number above you will be directed to a licensed insurance agent. Medicare has 
neither reviewed nor endorsed this information.

Hello.
I’m your local 
Independent 
Agent.

David R. Miller
(714) 342-9064  
License #0I08294 
 
Check out my short video at: 
www.dmiller.onlinehealth.news

I am a local, licensed and trained 
Independent Agent. I am certified with 
top Medicare Advantage, Medicare 
Supplement & Prescription Drug plan 
carriers. 

I represent most major companies with 
a Medicare contract and am qualified to 
answer any questions you may have. 

At no cost, I will help you find a health 
plan that best suits your personal 
healthcare needs and your budget. 

By educating you on all the options 
available, I will give you the power to 
compare and the freedom to choose.

Give me a call today. I look 
forward to helping you. 
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Rodrick Sterling 
Cornwall College for Boys 

“Education is the passport to the future, for tomorrow belongs 
to those who prepare for it today.” —Malcolm X 

             
             
             
             

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

22002233  SSCCHHOOLLAARRSSHHIIPP  RREECCIIPPIIEENNTTSS  

Muhammad Dialo 
Herbert Morrison Technical 

High School 
 

Devar Lamey 
William Knibb High School 

Tashauna Erskine 
Mt. Alvernia High School 

Tashanna Brown 
Titchfield High School 
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Creating Happy
Healthy Lifestyles.

14619 Ventura Blvd. | Sherman Oaks, CA 91403 | 818.728.9882 | phlabs.org 

Your health is our main priority. Proactive Health Labs (pH Labs) is the premier destination in advanced wellness to 
set you on a path to becoming your healthiest. We provide advanced testing solutions, IV therapy, vitamin shots, 
cryotherapy, detailed health assessments and educational resources that make it easier to lead healthier lives. We 
are a national non-profit organization conveniently located in Sherman Oaks and we are on a mission to reduce the 
incidence of chronic diseases and help you take charge of your health and physical well-being.

Experience the Proactive Health Labs Difference.

nutrient teSting MediCAL dOCtOrSiV tHerAPY CrYOtHerAPY

Call to sChedule your appoIntment today!

VitAMin SHOtS
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Thank You Notes….. 
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“Congratulations to JAAC 
on their 34th Anniversary Banquet and to 

Patrick Williams, JAAC President 2019-2021 
Best wishes for a successful event.”

1603 W. Manchester
Los Angeles, CA 90047

323.752.6776 
323.751.7733

L & J CLEANERS

Tailoring & Alterations

All Work Done on Premises

Guaranteed Good Work

“Congratulations to JAAC
on their 35th Anniversary Banquest and to

Patrick Williams, JAAC President
Best wishes for a successful event.”
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  REACH ONE, TEACH ONE 
 

JAAC EDUCATION MISSION 2023 
This year marked Jamaica Awareness Association’s 23rd annual Medical and Education 
Mission to Jamaica. On behalf of the education Team, I would like to extend my thanks 

and gratitude to JAAC’s members, leadership team and the many volunteers, who all worked tirelessly in 
planning and executing a successful mission. 

The Education Team visited over 17 schools over a five-day period. We visited schools in the parishes of 
Portland, St. James, Trelawny. Hanover and Westmoreland. We were able to distribute almost 2,000 
backpacks and school supplies directly to the students. We were also able to donate to the schools, 
computers, laptops, PA systems, tablets, microphones, and projectors. JAAC continued to expand its 
scholarship program and awarded five new scholarships to deserving students this year. The first scholarship, 
the Enid Davis Scholarship in honor of one of our former VPs, was awarded to Tashauna Erskine. The David 
Haughton Scholarship, in honor of our founder, was awarded to Rodrick Sterling. With the participation and 
support of sponsors, we were also to award an additional five scholarships to worthy students. The Shernette 
Wedderburn Memorial Scholarship was awarded to Tashanna Brown, the Wedderburn Scholarship was 
awarded to Devar Lamey and the Academic Freedom Scholarship was awarded to Muhammad Dialo. 
Congratulations to all new scholarship recipients and we look forward to seeing great things from you in the 
future. 

Thanks again to the volunteers and sponsors. Your contributions were vital to the success of our mission and 
our executing our objective in making a positive difference in our community.    

   
  

 

 

DONATED SUPPLIES 
➢ Laptops  
➢ Computer Tablets 
➢ Printers 
➢ Multimedia 

Projectors 
➢ Flat screen TV 

monitors 
➢ PA systems 
➢ Microphones 
➢ Bluetooth speakers 
➢ Backpacks 
➢ School supplies 
➢ Sports equipment 
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Schools visited during the 2023 Mission 
Windsor Castle Buff Bay Primary 
Mt. Zion Primary Barrett Town Infant & Primary 
First Hill All Age School Wakefield Primary 
Brownsville Primary Mr. Hannah Infant & Primary 
Chambers Penn Primary Mr. Carey Basic 
St. Mary Primary Revival Primary 
Cave Valley Primary Mt. Salem Infant & Primary 
DRB Brant Basic School Mt. Grace Primary 

Tower Hill Primary (and Watford Hill)  
 

Our 2023 team:  
Mr. Patrick Williams  
Ms. June Royes 
Ms. Nicole Nugent 
Dr. Audie Black 
Ms. Sashana Clarke 
Dr. George Savage 
Mrs. Verona Hall 
Ms. Sharon Simmonds 
Ms. Yasmin Facey 
Mr. Leighton Savage 

 
“A good education is a foundation for a better future.” 

Elizabeth Warren 

“An investment in knowledge pays the best interest.” 
Benjamin Franklin 
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TOWER HILL PRIMARY AND 

INFANT DEPARTMENT 
Tower Hill District • Tower Hill P.A.  • St. James o Jamaica• WI Tel: 1-876-474-6764' 
                Email: towerhill.primary.sjs@moey.gov.jm  

                              Motto: 'Strive through Excellence. 

June 19, 2023 

Jamaica Awareness Association of California, Inc. 
P. O. Box 431298 
Los Angeles, CA 90043 
 

Dear Mr. Patrick Williams,  

On behalf of the Board of Management of the above institution, the students and teachers we express heartfelt 
gratitude to you and your organization for the generous donations that was made to the school and the students. 
Your donations will go a long way in enhancing teaching and learning at school and the welfare of our students.  

Thank you very much. 

Yours Sincerely, 

Alorna Montaque-Nelson 

Principal (Acting)                       

                               

 

“This week is an amazing week in the life of 
the school. Through Jamaica Awareness 
Association of California all our students 
received a bag pack, ten students received 
tablets, and other significant gifts to the 
school…” 
 
Mount Grace Primary 
Westmoreland 
 

Thank You Notes….. 
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MEEPOS & COMPANY
C E R T I F I E D  P U B L I C  A C C O U N TA N T S

A N D  C O N S U LTA N T S

Best Wishes For
Continued Success to

JAMAICA AWARENESS ASSOCIATION 
OF CALIFORNIA

We are pleased to support your tremendous efforts

for this great organization. We commend your dedicated people

who are helping to make the world a healthier and safer place.

MEEPOS & COMPANY
409 Washington Blvd.

Marina Del Dey, CA 90292
310-827-2525

Providing Creative and Proactive Financial Services in the Community for 26 years
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22nd ANNUAL MEDICAL MISSION 2023 
A team of Physicians, Dentists, Nurse Practitioner, Dietitian, 
Pharmacist, Nurses, and Dental Students completed a medical mission 
the week of June 12th to 16th, 2023 

This year our medical mission took us back to the parishes of St. Mary, St. Ann, Trelawny, and 
Mandeville.  We added visits to Westmoreland, Hanover, Sav-La-Mar and Montego Bay. A 
laparoscopic tower was donated to Falmouth Public General Hospital to commence a 
laparoscopic surgery training program going forward. 

 JAAC was able to ship over 100 boxes of supplies. Boxes of supplies were either delivered or 
collected to Noel Holmes Hospital, Sav-La-Mar Hospital, Annotto Bay Hospital, Mandeville 
Hospital, and Falmouth Hospital. Shipment included a laparoscopic tower, surgical supplies & 
equipment as well as boxes of medication and supplies that were used in the hospitals, medical 
and dental clinics as follows: 

Granville Baptist Church: Total of 77 patients: Dental 26, medical 55, children 11. CPR classes, 
attended by 15 participants.  

Brown’s Town Baptist Church: Total of 122 patients: Dental 56, medical 58, Children 10. Nurse visit 
26, 5 triaged then left. 

Spicy Hill Community Center: Total of 123 patients: Dental 56, medical 76, Children 23 

Perfect Health Clinic: Total of 54 patients: Dental 43, medical 32 

Brown’s Town Nursing College:  CPR Class with Certification for 26 Nursing Students. 

Holiday Inn Resort: Total of 67 employees Dental 34 medical 62. 

Professional Eye Care Clinic: Total 61 patients: Dental 30, medical 27, Children 4. Total of 50 students 
at Montego Bay High School participated in CPR class. 

Jamaica Green Botanicals: Total of 111 patients: 72 Adults 39 Children. Dental 39, medical 72. 

New Testament Church of God: Total of 156 patients:   Dental 77, medical 79 

Good Shepherd Medical Center, Hope Teaching Health Clinic: Total of 66 patients: Dental 29, 
medical 37. 

Mt. Zion Primary and Infant School: 31 Students received medical and dental care. 

Mt. Carey Baptist School: Total of 86 patients 

St. Mary Prep. School: Total of 32 patients 

Watford Hill Primary School: Total of 40 students. 
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Mt. Salem School – 4 days: 294 students and 19 adults received medical and dental care.  53 extractions 
performed. 

Surgical Team 

Falmouth Hospital 

4 Open Inguinal Hernia Repair; 1 Vaginal Hysterectomy; 1 Open Hysterectomy, 1 Ovarian Cystectomy; 1 
Laparoscopic Cholecystectomy,  

Annotto Bay Hospital 

3 Laparoscopic Cholecystectomies 

Mandeville Hospital 

1 Diagnostic Laparoscopy, Lysis of Adhesion; 1 Laparoscopic assisted Vaginal Hysterectomy converted 
to Total Abdominal Hysterectomy; Bilateral Salpingo-oopherectomy. 

1 Laparoscopic Bilateral Ovarian Cystectomy (Endometriosis); 1 diagnostic Laparoscopy 
(Endometriosis); 1 Laparoscopic Right Ovarian Cystectomy with drainage of 12cm Endometrioma  
Chocolate  Cyst. 

Throughout the week, diagnoses included, but were not limited to, hypertension, diabetes, 
skin disorders, asthma, dental ailments, GYN related ailments, HIV, aches and pains. Medication 
and education were given as appropriate. Copies of intake sheets were left with the staff at each 
center for follow-up or given to patients seen at community centers with instructions to take to 
their personal physicians. All patients were encouraged to return to their personal physicians for 
follow-up.   Approximately 50 patients were given blood pressure machines with instruction to 
monitor their pressure. 

 All follow-ups, and after care are provided by the SMO and medical team of each hospital. 

Submitted by Claudette Coleman 
Medical Chair for 2023 Mission 
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OCHO RIOS GRILL
Jamaican-American Cuisine

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Open 7 days a week
Mon. - Thurs. 
11am to 8:30pm
Fri. - Sat. 
11am to 9:30pm
Sun. 11am to 8pm

144500 Hawthorne Blvd., Lawndale, CA 90260

310.675.7467

OCHO RIOS GRILL
Jamaican-American Cuisine

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Open 7 days a week
Mon. - Thurs. 
11am to 8:30pm
Fri. - Sat. 
11am to 9:30pm
Sun. 11am to 8pm

144500 Hawthorne Blvd., Lawndale, CA 90260

310.675.7467

Breakfast, Lunch 
& Dinner

Open 7 days a 
week

Mon.-Thurs.
11am to 8:30pm

Fri. - Sat. 
11am - 9:30pm
Sun.

11am to 8pm
144500 Hawthorne Blvd. 

Lawndale, CA 90260
310.675.7467

28



 
 

* Air Conditioning * Heating * Refrigeration 
LICENSE # 956433 

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 
SALES – INSTALATIONS – REPAIRS - & - SERVICES 

- New Installs, Existing Repairs or Upgrades 
- No Job Too Large or Too Small to Provide you With Excellent 

Quality Service 
-  Including Our 10 Point General Maintenance Service 

-  
                  Top HVAC Brands: Carrier/Bryant, Lennox, Trane,  
                  American Standard, York, Day & Night, & Amana 
 

Services include, but are not limited to:  
- Furnaces, Condensers, Package Units, Chillers, Boilers, Ice Makers, Walk In Coolers, Ductless Mini 

Split Systems, Heat Pumps, and Air Handlers 
 

Customer Satisfaction Guaranteed (Free Estimates) 
11010 Arrow Route, Suite 107 Rancho Cucamonga, CA  91730 Office: (909) 466-7777 Fax: (909)466-7773  

Email: williamsacservcie@gmail.com      www.williamsacservice.com 

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 
SALES — INSTALLATIONS — REPAIRS - & - SERVICES

Congratulations 
JAAC 

on your 

33rd Annual 
Fundraising Banquet

Our sincerest thanks 

for the love and support  

you have shown towards our family  

during a very difficult period.

Best wishes in all you do.
 Love,  

Lorna and Janelle Small 

 

Congratulations Patrick Williams
JAAC President 2019 -2021

Thank you JAAC 
 for over 30 years of Community Service 

to Los Angeles and Jamaica.

Best wishes for a successful  
Fundraising Banquet.

Your friends at 

General Nutrition Center

CONGRATS AND BEST WISHES TO PATRICK WILLIAMS - JAAC PRESIDENT

BALDWIN HILLS CRENSHAW PLAZA

3650 Martin Luther King Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90008 

323.291.2731

Hours: Mpnday- Saturday 10am - 9pm 

Sunday 11am - 7pm

L I V E  W E L L .

Financial Systems
Accounting & Tax Services

CRTP

323.935.0525  •  CELL 323.295.4191  •  FAX 323.965.9618

Congrats and Best Wishes to JAAC 
on your 32nd Annual Fundraising Banquet.   

Continue the good work!!
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MARJORIE R. GRANT-FULLER 

Ambassador/Special Envoy 
6333 Wilshire Blvd. Ste. 511 
Los Angeles, CA 90048 
 
 

 

THE GOVERNMENT of Jamaica appointed Marjorie Grant Fuller 

as ambassador/special envoy to four African states, namely Ghana, Nigeria, South Africa and Togo in 

2021. 

In making the announcement, Senator Kamina Johnson Smith, minister of foreign affairs and foreign 

trade, said, “This appointment is another step by the Government to deepen its outreach to the 

continent and to identify specific opportunities for enhancing trade and investment to support Jamaica’s 

economic development. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade, in collaboration with 

JAMPRO, launched the Economic Diplomacy Programme last year. Both these initiatives, and the work 

being undertaken by diplomatic missions, are geared at expanding and driving the momentum for trade 

and investment promotion.” 

Jamaica has strong and historically important relations with Ghana, South Africa and Nigeria, and hopes 

to translate these into meaningful economic opportunities. 

A Certified Public Accountant by profession, with over 30 years in the field, Grant Fuller has worked for 

both the public and private sectors in the USA, including within the oil and petroleum industry. A 

graduate of the Roosevelt University, with a master of science in accounting and a bachelor (of business 

administration), Grant Fuller has also served as a visiting professor in accounting and auditing. 

Grant Fuller, a Jamaica-born member of the diaspora in the United States of America, was appointed on 

March 1, 2021 and will serve for a period of two years.  

 “Excerpted from Gleaner Article published on May 6, 2021”  
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Law Office of Casey Campbell
State Bar #303214

K. Casey Campbell Jr.
caseycampbelljr@gmail.com

400 Corporate Pointe, Suite 300 

Culver City, CA 90230

714.805.6529
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Thanks much.  I’m a beneficiary of 
this gift.   Thanks to all those who 
made this surgery successful and 
possible for me.  God be praised! 

Marcia Johnson 
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History made at Falmouth hospital 
 
US-based JAAC performs first laparoscopic surgery after donating US$300,000 in 
equipment 
BY HORACE HINES Sunday Observer writer editorial@jamaicaobserver.com 
  
Jun 18, 2023  
  

FALMOUTH, Trelawny — Doctors have performed a historic laparoscopic 
surgery at Falmouth Public General Hospital here. 

It occurred last Thursday, days after the US-based 
Jamaican Awareness Association of California 

(JAAC) handed over equipment valued at 
US$300,000 (around $45 million) to the medical 

institution to establish laparoscopy services there. 

The doctors are all members of JAAC. 

On Friday there was a mood of euphoria among 
stakeholders, including Senior Medical Officer (SMO) 
Dr Leighton Perrins who could not contain his joy 
regarding the establishment of laparoscopy services 
at the Type B facility, which resulted in the historical 
surgery. 

"This is a historical moment. It is the first 
laparoscopic surgery done at the Falmouth Public 
General Hospital," Dr Perrins expressed. 

The laparoscopic procedure was used to remove a gall bladder from patient Marcia Johnson. If the jubilant mood in which the 
patient was captured on Friday, a day after the historical surgery, is anything to go by then the procedure may be deemed 
successful. 

Performing procedures the laparoscopic way, Dr Perrins argued, allows for less risk of infections and wound complications — 
and patients spend reduced periods in hospitals. 

"It [laparoscopic surgery] shortens hospital stay; they [patients] eat quicker; they are back to baseline. She [Johnson] is up and 
about walking. A surgery like this done in a private setting would cost between $1.5 million and $2 million," the SMO said. 

St Andrade Sinclair, director of the Western Regional Health Authority (WRHA), was also elated over the advent of laparoscopic 
services being offered at Falmouth. 

"I welcome it, look forward to it, and hope that we can capitalise on this moment because we can not only get rid of our backlog, 
but it will be less stress — both on our staff and our purse and everything. It gets people back to work quick, quick, quick, and it 
cut back on major surgery because this is now minimally invasive," Sinclair said. 

Over the years JAAC's medical team has left its mark at other medical institutions, among them Annotto Bay, Savanna-la-Mar, 
Mandeville, Victoria Jubilee, Princess Margaret, May Pen, and Kingston Public hospitals. 

The charity organisation's President Patrick Williams told reporters that Thursday's surgery by JAAC doctors also doubled as 
training for local doctors. 

Excerpts taken from Observer Article published on June 18, 2023 

History Made at Falmouth Hospital
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Thomas O.  MichelThomas O.  Michel
Managing DirectorManaging Director

Michel Financial GroupMichel Financial Group

www.michelfinancialgroup.com
Ca Lic. #0728339

310-231-8263 x101
310-948-4359 cell

tmichel@michelfinancial.com

11835 W. Olympic Blvd
Suite 835e

Los Angeles, CA 90064
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As mental health problems continue to rise among 
teens, acting to prevent suicide grows more important.  

                                                     (Harvard Health) 
 

“We Live” is the first student-led suicide prevention 
campaign that uses digital interventions and peer support 

to disrupt suicidal ideation. 
 

Visit our website at: 
www.welivetosavelives.org 

Just a few years ago in June 2011, Jamaica Awareness 
Association of California went on its 12th annual mission 
trip and the members were hosted for Sunday service at the 
Baptist church in Port Maria, St Mary.  It was there that we 
met Valrie Johnson (Kim). 
Kim had to move around on crutches because one of her 
legs was crooked and atrophied.  At the age of sixteen Kim 
was an average student who traveled 8 miles by bus and 
then walked a half-a-mile, uphill to school. This may have become her daily normal but I knew 
this was no simple feat.  
Consequently, JAAC decided to give a helping hand.  When JAAC volunteer pediatrician Dr. 
Linda Tigner-Weekes was approached during our trip, she quickly began turning the wheels 
upon her return to Los Angeles.  After much research and correspondence, Dr. Tigner-Weekes 
was able to secure surgery free of charge at Shriner’s Children’s Hospital in Los Angeles.  
Kim arrived in Los Angeles on Sunday, October 27, 2012, excited and ready to welcome the 
opportunity being offered to her.  Doctors would amputate and replace her leg with prosthesis; 
while several members chimed in with housing, finance, food, transportation, and continuing 
education while Kim lived in California. 
Kim was ready to return to school at Oracabessa High School in St Mary after an 8 months 
absence. 
Linda Coy, a nurse by profession, with whom Kim and her aunt (chaperone) resided during 
the time in California, 
helped Kim in her school 

preparation and encouraged her to reach for the stars. “You 
can become a nurse too if you really want to,” Linda told her. 
With a prosthetic leg, a new look, a different attitude, Kim 
returned to Jamaica and aced her final year of  high school 
then turned her attention to tertiary education in nursing.   
“It’s what Miss Linda and I discussed.  I wanted to be a nurse 
like her.”  
The members of JAAC were astonished about this unexpected 
spark in Kim so we all decided to help her fulfill her dream.  
Four years later, through the ups and downs of life at Browns 
Town Community College Nursing School, Kim will graduate 
November 2nd, 2019.   A reunion of the many persons in 
Kim’s journey is planned and I can’t wait to see her walk in 
her graduation cap. We are proud of Valrie “Kim” Johnson.  

Many young ladies could 
fall victim to sex, drugs, 
early pregnancies, lack 
of hope but Kim made 
us proud by converting 
the helping hand into an 
unexpected result. Valrie 
“Kim” Johnson will be 
a registered nurse. The 
degree is conferred by 
the University of the West 
Indies.

- Submitted by:  
A. Leo Gilling

A very happy update!
Prosthetics helps Kim become a Registered Nurse 

Make Travellers your vacation destination and wake up on the 
world famous 7 mile white sand beach of Negril Jamaica. This 
family owned Negril beach resort offers several room types for 
relaxation, entertainment, and comfort while the warmth of 
the sun and the cool Caribbean waters allow you to escape from 
every day life.
At Travellers you may arrive as a guest, but you will leave as part 
of the family.

Norman Manley Blvd.,  Negril, Westmoreland
tbr.travel • (876) 957-3039 (Jamaica)  

(718) 514-6031 (USA)

Beach Resort
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was able to secure surgery free of charge at Shriner’s Children’s Hospital in Los Angeles.  
Kim arrived in Los Angeles on Sunday, October 27, 2012, excited and ready to welcome the 
opportunity being offered to her.  Doctors would amputate and replace her leg with prosthesis; 
while several members chimed in with housing, finance, food, transportation, and continuing 
education while Kim lived in California. 
Kim was ready to return to school at Oracabessa High School in St Mary after an 8 months 
absence. 
Linda Coy, a nurse by profession, with whom Kim and her aunt (chaperone) resided during 
the time in California, 
helped Kim in her school 

preparation and encouraged her to reach for the stars. “You 
can become a nurse too if you really want to,” Linda told her. 
With a prosthetic leg, a new look, a different attitude, Kim 
returned to Jamaica and aced her final year of  high school 
then turned her attention to tertiary education in nursing.   
“It’s what Miss Linda and I discussed.  I wanted to be a nurse 
like her.”  
The members of JAAC were astonished about this unexpected 
spark in Kim so we all decided to help her fulfill her dream.  
Four years later, through the ups and downs of life at Browns 
Town Community College Nursing School, Kim will graduate 
November 2nd, 2019.   A reunion of the many persons in 
Kim’s journey is planned and I can’t wait to see her walk in 
her graduation cap. We are proud of Valrie “Kim” Johnson.  

Many young ladies could 
fall victim to sex, drugs, 
early pregnancies, lack 
of hope but Kim made 
us proud by converting 
the helping hand into an 
unexpected result. Valrie 
“Kim” Johnson will be 
a registered nurse. The 
degree is conferred by 
the University of the West 
Indies.

- Submitted by:  
A. Leo Gilling

A very happy update!
Prosthetics helps Kim become a Registered Nurse 

Make Travellers your vacation destination and wake up on the 
world famous 7 mile white sand beach of Negril Jamaica. This 
family owned Negril beach resort offers several room types for 
relaxation, entertainment, and comfort while the warmth of 
the sun and the cool Caribbean waters allow you to escape from 
every day life.
At Travellers you may arrive as a guest, but you will leave as part 
of the family.

Norman Manley Blvd.,  Negril, Westmoreland
tbr.travel • (876) 957-3039 (Jamaica)  

(718) 514-6031 (USA)

Beach Resort

Andre Dawson
Sales Representative
Master Certified
smart Car Sales (AKA Salesman to the 
Stars)

Direct: (310) 248-4217
dawson@bhbenz.com
www.bhbenz.com

Mercedes-Benz of Beverly Hills
9250 Beverly Boulevard
Beverly Hills, California 90210
Telephone: (310 659-2980
Fax: (310) 273-4804

JAAC 2023 Mission Week
Kickoff Church Service

BLESSED SACRAMENT CATHEDRAL
MONTEGO BAY, JAMAICA

35



WE ARE

AND HERE TO HELP!

Specializing in LA, Orange, and San Bernardino Counties

Services include:
 Assistance with activities of

daily living

Personalized care
Meal Planning and Prep

Light Housekeeping

24 Hour Care

Shopping &Errand running

Companionship

Hospital/Facility sitters

Medication reminders

Pet Care

Laundry/Routine linen
changes

Recovery from Illness/surgery

Care also provided for:

Alzheimers, Dementia,
Diabetes, Parkinson’s

Disability &
Terminal Illness

Personalized Care Plans

909-315-6374

rosie@aace.care

Inquiries?
Reach out!

aace.care
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We rely on marination with real 
fruit juices to maximize flavors.  

We serve all your Jamaican favorites:

• Jerk Chicken

• Beef Short Ribs

• Ital Stew

• Fried Plantains

• Manish Water

And More…

Jamaican Restaurant & Market

We Do Take Out!

Shop for authentic 
Caribbean spices 

& other products 
in our market...

Check Out Our Menu Online:  
www.natraliart.com
Phone: 323.737.9277
3426 W. Washington Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90018

Let Us Cater 

Your Next 

Party/Event!

“Dis a di place fi di Jamaikan taste.”
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NEW LOCATION 
COMING SOON! 

3200 E. BROADWAY 

LONG BEACH, CA 90803 

 www.ackeebamboo.com

3222 E Broadway
Long Beach, CA  90803
United States

ackeebamboo@yahoo.com

About Us
Ackee Bamboo is a family-
owned and operated business
that has been around since
2004. Our mission is to share a
taste of our culture in every bite
by providing fresh and quality
food that is full of authenticity.

LONG BEACH
LOCATION

COMING SOON! 

Contact
@ackeebamboo

January 2023 January 2024
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1100 N. La Brea Ave., Ste. 103, Inglewood, CA 90302 
(424) 702-5030

Business Hours: Open 7 Days 
Monday - Saturday 10am - 8PM      Sunday 12noon - 8pm

“Shop Smart”

Yaya’s  
Island Mart

1100 N. La Brea Ave., Ste. 103, Inglewood, CA 90302 
(424) 702-5030

Business Hours: Open 7 Days 
Monday - Saturday 10am - 8PM      Sunday 12noon - 8pm

“Shop Smart”

Yaya’s  
Island Mart

1100 N. La Brea Ave., Ste. 103, Inglewood, CA 90302 
(424) 702-5030

Business Hours: Open 7 Days 
Monday - Saturday 10am - 8PM      Sunday 12noon - 8pm

“Shop Smart”

Yaya’s  
Island Mart

1100 N. La Brea Ave., Ste. 103, Inglewood, CA 90302 
(424) 702-5030

Business Hours: Open 7 Days 
Monday - Saturday 10am - 8PM      Sunday 12noon - 8pm

“Shop Smart”

Yaya’s  
Island Mart

Your Wanderlust 
Delivered  

Discover Jamaica’s highest rated resort 
with up to $300 in resort credits.

Use code: NEXTSTAY  
*Based on availbility. Offer subject to change.

HalfMoon.com

2023
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““AAlloonnee  wwee  ccaann  ddoo  ssoo  lliittttllee;;    
ttooggeetthheerr  wwee  ccaann  ddoo  ssoo  

mmuucchh..””          Helen Keller 

 
          Thanks to the stellar JAAC Medical/Dental  
                           2023 Mission Volunteer Team 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Surgery Team 
Raymond Wedderburn 
Donald Phillibert, MD 

Uchenna Acholonu MD 
Ijeoma Ejeh MD 
Maleasa Marie Mauro 
Ashlee Green 
Tochukwu Ejeh 
Deborah Dubensky 
Leroy Sutherland 

Clinic Providers 
Rosalyn Beswick, DNP 
Karen Staple, DNP 
Janet Martinez, DNP 
Odette Cohen MD 
Jeremiah Weekes DO 
Tavonia Ekwegh  

Support Team 
Jackie Small Small  
Hermin Hussen 
Dr. V. Oates 
Aaron Oates 
Jasvinder Oats 
Jahdiya Oates 
Simone Cameron Stokes 
Julian Carson Stokes 
Maxine McGill 
Cherry Chin 
Jasmin Oates 
Sherene Oxford 
Dayna Paul 
Ljhauren Sutherland 

Dental Team 
Isaac Brown 

Deidra Harrison-McClain 
Eric Oates DDS 

Monique McEachem 
Yvette Stokes 
Joyce Barbour 

Stockhouse Anese 
Kimberly Perkins 

Kelly Turner 
Awe Adeseye 

Aref Omar 
Collier Damaris 

Tara Abbott 
Amanda Adams 
Azizat Adediran 
Mallori Ashford 

Beshoy Aziz 
Destini Black 

Cameron Mahone 
Michael Mercer 
Shavon Tucker 

Malik Walters 
Jasmine Marks 

Marisa Lee 
Allexis Cultons 

Lashunda Collins 
Paris Little 

Christine Estime 
Kayla Brown 

Jazmine Stubblefield 
Munira Yusuf 

Craighead Teosha 
Julian Jones 

Marlene Dontsap 
Dequincy Bingam 

Pharmacists 

Kimberly Sarosky 

Jennifer Wiafe 

Nurses 
Claudette Coleman 
Delveta Harris-Clarke 
Anthony King 
Queenie Lee White 
Judine Tong 
LayDiana Santana 
Laishah Bay 
Sharon Daniels 
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The Holiday Inn Resort Montego Bay, Jamaica –  
All Inclusive in Montego Bay, is located next to a golf course, within a 5-minute drive of Rose Hall Great House and Montego 
Bay Convention Centre. This all-inclusive property is 5.3 mi from Hip Strip and 5.6 mi from Doctor's Cave Beach. There are 
518 air-conditioned rooms featuring flat-screen televisions.  
The hotel has a spa which offers massages, body treatments, and facials. After dipping into one of the 2 outdoor swimming 
pools, you can spend some time at the private beach.  

Rose Hall Parish, Half Moon Street, Montego Bay, Jamaica     Ph# 876-953-2485 
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BBaannqquueett  PPrrooggrraamm  MMCC  RRaaffffllee  SSppoonnssoorrss  LLiivvee  AAuuccttiioonn  DDoonnoorr  
Jeffrey Anderson Gunter Holiday Inn Resort, Montego Bay Azul Beach Resort, Negril 

Shauna Chin Los Angeles Airport Marriott Hotel  
 Nicole Nugent SSiilleenntt  AAuuccttiioonn  DDoonnoorrss  

EEnntteerrttaaiinnmmeenntt  SSppoonnssoorr  Half Moon Hotel 
Dr. Raymond Wedderburn  DDoooorr  PPrriizzee  DDoonnoorrss  Nitia and Jackie Small  

 Jackie Small Patrick Williams 
DDeeccoorraattiioonn  SSppoonnssoorr  

Dr. George Savage 
Patrick Williams 
Nicole Nugent 

Suzette Flemmings 
Hermin Hussen 

AAwwaarrddss  SSppoonnssoorr 
Janga  

by Derrick’s Jamaican Cuisine 
Andre Dawson/Mercedes Benz of 

Beverly Hills 
GMORE Healthcare Services, LLC  Right Choice Caribbean Market 

  BBaannqquueett  PPllaannnniinngg  CCoommmmiitttteeee  LAX Physical Medicine 
OOtthheerr  VVaalluueedd  SSppoonnssoorrss Patrick Williams Carol Williams 

Hungry Joe’s Jamaican Restaurant Jackie Small Felicia Lewis 
Vanessa Myrie & Stephanie Edwards  Hermin Hussen Dr. Deidre Harrison-McClain 
Wright’s Tech & Graphic Designing Nicole Nugent Parry Town Artificial Floral Designs 

Anjo’s Caribbean Foods Suzette Flemmings Jay Johansen 
 Vanessa Myrie Yaya’s Island Mart 

22002233  MMiissssiioonn  DDoonnoorrss  
Dennis Shipping 

Ryan Wiggan 
Glen Hendricks 

Country Style Caribbean Agora 
AOJAH 

Minister Roger Williams II,  
Global Human Services 

 Bradford Portraits 

Jon Jones 
Dr. Laurence Weekes 

Great Shape, Inc. – Joseph Wright 
Christopher Coleman 

Craig Coleman 
AAA Compounding Pharmacy 

Negril Environmental Education Trust 
National Education Trust 

State of the Art Medical Products 
(JARIT/Integra Vendor) 

Mega Mart 
J. Wray and Nephew 
Loveline Transport 

The Executive Board and members of JAAC would like to sincerely 
thank all those who donated time, talent and financial resources 
to make this fundraising banquet a success. We especially 
acknowledge those who sponsored some of the expenses of this 
event and donated items. 

 

 

 

A note to all our guests:   

Thank you for donation of $140 ($55 of which represents your tax-deductible contribution to our 
organization.)  For the VIP ticket purchases, $90 represents your deductible charitable donation.   

We sincerely thank you for your support 
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In most states, prices vary based on how you buy. Savings vary. Subject to terms, conditions & availability. Allstate Fire and Casualty Ins. Co., 
Allstate Vehicle and Property Ins. Co & affiliates:  2775 Sanders Rd Northbrook, IL. © 2022 Allstate Insurance Co.

17
25

26
35

One place to help with all your insurance needs.

save big 
bundle your 
home and auto

Caren Adams
909-357-6700
carenadams@allstate.com
7950 Cherry Ave, Suite 110
allstate.com/carenadams
CA Insurance Agent #: 0E89669

Bundling home and auto is just one way to save 
with Allstate. Let’s make sure you’re saving as 
much as you can by having all of your policies in 
one place. Call me today for a quote.
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TRIBUTE FROM THE JAMAICA AWARENESS ASSOCIATION OF CALIFORNIA FAMILY 

IN GRATITUDE FOR THE LIFE OF CHANI KHAN GILLING-JOHNSON 

It goes without saying that the loss of Chandi Khan Gilling-Johnson is a tragedy not only 
for the Gilling family, but for the entire community and the extended communities that 

Chandi has touched. 

It is always especially difficult when a child precedes their parents in death.   

We honor and celebrate the life of Chandi, while we deeply mourn her loss. 

On behalf of the Jamaica Awareness Association of California, we join with everyone in 
attendance in extending our deep heartfelt condolences to Leo, Linda, Stephan, Nigel 

and everyone who is experiencing grief with Chandi’s passing. 

Leo and Linda have been a part of the JAAC family for decades, Leo having been 
president of the association during which time he made a tremendous contribution to 
the growth of JAAC.  We stand with the family and we are here for you in any capacity 

that we are able to give help and support during this very painful season. 

God knows better than we do what the plan is and she is part of that larger plan. 

Our deepest heartfelt condolences to your family, from the JAAC family. 

FROM JAMAICA AWARENESS ASSOCIATION OF CALIFORNIA 
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TOLL FREE – 877.300.7287 
13382 Goldenwest St. Suite 219 

Westminster, CA 93683

Los Angeles Office  (424) 558‐5400  
Westminster Office (714) 793‐8262

www.qaeinsurance.com

Agent License: OM 47198
Good & Preferred Driver Discounts
4 Immediate SR22\SR1P
4	 Low Down Payment
4	 Multi Car Discounts
4	 Low Monthly Payments
4	 Taxi, Shuttle, Limo, Public Transport
4	 Instant Coverage
4	 Tickets, Accidents, DUI’s OK
4	 Teenage Drivers OK
4	 Special Programs for Good Students
4	 Special Discounts & Programs for
4	 Professionals
4	 Professional Liability‐ E&O, D&O,
4	 Packaged Policies Available 
4	 Low Income Insurance
4	 Foreign License OK
4	 Bonds
4	 General Liability
4	 Workers Compensation
4	 Cyber Liability
4	 Course of Construction
 ...and many, many more.

CALL US. SAVE MONEY NOW.  
Mention this Flyer and SAVE 15%

SPECIAL OFFER
AUTO ‐ HOME ‐ COMMERCIAL ‐ HEALTH ‐ LIFE 
ALL LINES OF INSURANCE AVAILABLE
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Mercedes-Benz of Anaheim
proudly supports

JAMAICA AWARENESS ASSOCIATION

For our current inventory & specials, scan QR code

Steve McDonald
Mercedes-Benz Sales since 2005

Cell: 909-260-9797
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